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INTRODUCTION

Advent Season
Advent is a season of preparation for the coming of Christ. We 
look back with thanksgiving on the Nativity of Jesus Christ 2,000 
years ago. We also look forward with expectant hope to the 
return of Jesus Christ at the Second Coming. 
The coming of Christ speaks of a God who has reconciled the 
world to Himself through Jesus, bringing Peace with the World—
our church theme for this year. God desires to dwell among us 
and to bless us with His presence. He is Emmanuel, “God with 
us.” In response, let us also seek to be in constant communion 
with God this Advent season, especially through prayer.

Advent Prayer Booklet
This prayer booklet follows the Advent lectionary readings and 
themes of Hope, Way, Joy, Peace, and Christmas. It is designed 
for individual and group use. It is meant to be used once a week, 
within the following timeslots:

•	 Hope: 25th Nov – 1st Dec 2019
•	 Way: 2nd – 8th Dec 2019
•	 Joy: 9th – 15th Dec 2019
•	 Peace: 16th – 22nd Dec 2019
•	 Christmas: 23rd – 29th Dec 2019

We encourage you to gather in your family or with other 
brothers and sisters in church (e.g. in your small groups) to use 
this book. You may use this individually as well. 
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Suggested Steps
1. BRIEF: Intentionally	set	aside	sufficient	time	for	meaningful		
 prayer. 
2. REGULAR: Set a time and keep to it. If you are doing this as  
 a family or in a group, keep to the agreed timeslot and aim  
 to be punctual to honour each other’s schedule.
3. FLEXIBLE: Be wise in adapting the content to personal,    
 family or group needs.

If you are leading a group or your family, we encourage you to 
prepare as follows:
•	 Ask God to guide you in leading this prayer booklet
•	 Read the Bible passages and notice how the songs and    
	 prayers	fit	with	the	theme
•	 Commit your family/group members and their    
 immediate needs in prayer

Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church
Advent 2019
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ADVENT PRAYER I:  HOPE

Praise: 
GOD IS SO GOOD
God is so good, God is so good
God is so good, He’s so good to me
He cares for me, He cares for me
He cares for me, He’s so good to me

Scripture Reading: ROMANS 13:11-14
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has 
already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because 
our	salvation	is	nearer	now	than	when	we	first	believed.	12 The 
night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside 
the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let 
us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 
dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 
desires	of	the	flesh.

Prayer
Our Heavenly Father, we thank You! For You have established a 
righteous King, the Messiah whom the prophets foretold. He has 
delivered us from the power of sin and enabled us to become 
Your children. Grant us a heart that waits upon Christ, so that 
the church may be ready when He comes again, to praise Him 
together, saying: Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the 

25TH  NOVEMBER  TO  1ST  DECEMBER  2019
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name of the Lord. Lord, we offer ourselves to You, because You 
are our God. Help us to grow to holiness, to love You and love 
one another. In the name of our Lord Jesus we pray, Amen. 

Pray and commit the following events in December to God:
1. Bahasa Indonesia Gospel Sunday (8th Dec)
2. Jalan Kukoh Gospel Event (14th Dec) 
3. English Gospel Sunday (15th Dec)
4. Christmas Musical Gospel Rally (English Rally on 24th Dec;  
 Chinese Rally on 25th Dec)

Optional Reflection
How is Christ my hope? How do I share with others this hope 
I have in Christ?

Song of Response:
MY LIFE IS IN YOU, LORD  
My life is in You, Lord
My strength is in You, Lord
My hope is in You, Lord
In You, it’s in You (x2)

I will praise You with all of my life
I will praise You with all of my strength
With all of my life, with all of my strength
All of my hope is in You 
(Repeat from beginning)
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ADVENT PRAYER II :  WAY

Praise: 
GOD WILL MAKE A WAY
God will make a way, where there seems to be no way
He works in ways we cannot see
He will make a way for me
He will be my guide, hold me closely to His side
With love and strength for each new day
He will make a way, He will make a way

By a roadway in the wilderness He’ll lead me
Rivers in the desert will I see
Heaven and earth will fade
But His Word will still remain
He will do something new today (Repeat from beginning)

Scripture Reading: ROMANS 15:5-7
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give 
you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ 
Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order 
to bring praise to God. 

Prayer
Gracious and Loving God, thank You for the coming of Christ, 
through whom all people have the way to salvation. Grant us the 
mind of Christ, O God, to love and accept one another, and to 

2ND TO  8TH  DECEMBER  2019
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point pre-believers around us to salvation in Christ. We ask this 
in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

1. Give thanks to God for your salvation in Christ, who has   
 graciously accepted you into His kingdom. 
2. Pray for greater mutual acceptance and unity in Christ   
 among ourselves, so that we can point others to Christ.
3. Commit to the Lord the upcoming Gospel events in our   
 church, particularly the Indonesian Gospel Sunday on 8th  
 December.

Optional Reflection
Share one way in which you have been blessed by coming to 
know Jesus Christ. Is there anyone you need to show Christ’s 
love and acceptance to?

Song of Response:
GIVE THANKS 
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”
Let the poor say, “I am rich”
Because of what the Lord has done for us

Give thanks

x2

x2
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ADVENT PRAYER II I :  JOY

Praise: 
LET US COME TOGETHER, PRAISE THE NAME OF JESUS
Let us come together, praise the name of Jesus
All the people of the earth come and see
Let us come together, praise the name of Jesus
All the people of the earth come and hear
Joy is like the sunshine raining down upon us
Love is like a golden crown
Let us come together, praise the name of Jesus
Alleluia~ (x8)

Scripture Reading: ISAIAH 35:10
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and	sorrow	and	sighing	shall	flee	away.

Prayer
Dear Lord our Heavenly Father, thank you for sending us 
Your son Jesus Christ, that through Him we receive the joy of 
salvation. Teach us to lean on You for strength in good times and 
in bad times, that in Your presence we may attain the fullness of 
joy. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

1. Commit to the Lord the upcoming Jalan Kukoh evangelistic  
 event on 14th December, and the English evangelistic   

9TH  TO  15TH  DECEMBER  2019
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    service and church school special program on 15th December.  
 Pray that the invited pre-believers will open their hearts to   
 the message of hope and salvation.
2. Pray for a friend or family member who may be going   
	 through	a	difficult	time	in	their	life.	May	the	joy	of	the	Lord		
 be their strength (Neh 8:10).
3. Give thanks for the gift of salvation given to you; for through  
 Jesus, you have returned to God and attained everlasting joy.

Optional Reflection
1. Reflect	upon	one	thing	to	be	joyful	about.
2. Recall	a	time	when	you	were	able	to	find	joy	even	in	the		
	 midst	of	sadness	and	difficulty.
Think about how this joy may be shared with others.

Song of Response: 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart preare Him room
And heaven and nature sing ~ (x2)
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns
Let men their songs employ
While	fields	and	floods,	rocks,	hills,	and	plains
Repeat the sounding joy ~ (x2)
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy
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ADVENT PRAYER IV: PEACE

Praise: 
I’VE GOT PEACE LIKE A RIVER
I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul
I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul

Scripture Reading: ROMANS 1:7
To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy 
people: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer
O Lord our God, by Your grace alone we are loved by You and 
called to be Your people. May Your peace direct our hearts so 
that our life and witness would draw others to the fullness of 
Your grace and peace. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

1. Commit the Christmas Musical Gospel Rally on 24th and  
 25th December in prayer; that the Holy Spirit will work and  
    convict the pre-believers to receive God’s grace in the
 Gospel.
2. Pray for some of your pre-believing loved ones; may this  
 Christmas season cause them to know Jesus as the Prince of  
 Peace.
3. Ask God to lead your family in knowing His grace and   

16TH  TO  22ND DECEMBER  2019
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 peace more deeply this Christmas.

Optional Reflection
What is weighing on your heart recently? Share one concern in 
life and pray for each other.

Song of Response:
EMMANUEL
Emmanuel, Emmanuel
His name is called Emmanuel
God with us, revealed in us
His name is called Emmanuel
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ADVENT PRAYER V: CHRISTMAS

Praise: 
SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT
Silent night, holy night
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing ‘Alleluia’
Christ the Savior is born (x2)

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth (x2)

Scripture Reading: JOHN 1:9-13
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God.

Prayer
Our Loving Heavenly Father, we marvel at how the great and 
glorious Son of God was willing to be born in a humble manger, 

23RD  TO  29TH  DECEMBER  2019
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laying aside His majesty, and entering into darkness, so as to 
lead Your children into Your glorious presence. In this dark and 
desperate	world,	may	Your	amazing	love	find	us	once	again,	and	
turn our hearts to worship You alone, our Hope, Way, Joy, and 
Peace, the true God who grants us eternal life. Amen.  

1. Pray that we no longer live for ourselves, but for our Lord,  
	 that	our	lives	may	be	centred	on	Christ	and	satisfied	in	Christ,		
	 and	reflect	our	calling	as	God’s	children.	
2. Pray for our family and friends around us, that they too may  
 receive this precious gift of eternal life. 
3. Pray that our family and church may be a lighthouse that  
 shines into this world, that we may do our utmost to spread  
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ, till Christ comes again. 

Optional Reflection
Do we often forget that Jesus Christ is the Lord of our lives? Do 
we	sometimes	continue	to	pursue	the	things	of	this	world	to	find	
meaning, salvation, and love? 

Song of Response:
GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn

Go, tell it on the mountain
over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born
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PRAYER ITEMS AND NOTES
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13 But according to His promise we are waiting for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, 
beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be 

found by Him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And 
count the patience of our Lord as salvation.

— 2 PETER 3:13-15


