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My J

ourney with the Biblical

Receiving MCS with Principal's
Prize and Christian

Spirituality Prize from

Principal Emeritus

Dr. Quek Swee Hwa

Graduate School of Theology

(BGST)

My graduation from the Biblical Graduate

. School of Theology (BGST) on 28 May 2016

' concluded a seven-year long journey of evening and

weekend classes. My journey began in June 2009

( when our Church organized two Holy Land Tours,

one in English and one in Mandarin, as part of our
Church’s 120th Anniversary celebration. Both tours

. were led by Dr Quek Swee Hwa and I served as his

interpreter for the Mandarin tour. During the tour, Dr
Quek encouraged me to apply for a course of study
at BGST. Upon returning to Singapore, I signed up

f for the Master’s degree in Christian Studies (MCS) at
! BGST.

The first module of the course was conducted

% by Prof Paul Stevens and it was MMI101 “Vocation,

Work and Ministry”. The main text of this course,
The Other Six Days, was written by Prof Stevens
himself. In this book, Prof Stevens says: “In spite
of the fact that the clergy-lay division in the church

) finds no basis in the New Testament, it persists

tenaciously”. Indeed, it is our Methodist tradition
that the clergy and lay delegates sit separately in our
annual conference meetings. I think this arrangement

Prof, Tan Chew Lim

facilitates balanced decision making on many issues
from both sides of the representation. On the other
hand, from the perspective of Christian ministry,

as we learnt from this course, there is really no =,
distinction between the clergy and the lay. Every ==

Christian, including the lay, is in full time ministry "'"'

not only just on Sunday but on the other six days of &
the week. As such, theology is not just for pastors, but =
for everyone in church. Therefore, each of us needsto | =
be equipped in order to serve well within and outside |

the church.

I also learnt that the word “Vocation” is derived g

from the Latin word “vocare” which means “to call”. &
Thus when we talk about vocation, we are talking
about the call of God. In other words, for Christians, §
in whatever vocation we are in, it is a calling from
God. As such, the phrase “vocational choice” is an &
oXymoron since our vocation is a calling from God &

although it appears to be our own choice. During
one of the group discussions in the course, we each .

re-examined our vocation in light of God’s calling.
It amazed me to see how God’s hand was in my |
vocational choice leading to my present career as a




Picture with family members

university professor. There was divine providence
when I made the move to the university at the time
when 1 already had a stable job in the civil service.
Through this course, I came to realize that my carecer
is important as a ministry in God’s Kingdom since
it presented me with opportunities to interact with
students with whom I can share Christian love. When
I was young, I was very active in church school and
Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF), often taking
leadership roles. Many of the MY Fers and even Rev
Fang Chao Hsi, who was then the pastor-in-charge,
envisioned that one day I would be in full-time
ministry and would become a pastor. This, however,
did not materialize. Well, today, I think [ am not far
from this vision - I am now in “full time ministry”
in my Christian vocation in my university and in
church. I am a “pastor” to my students, to my small
group members and as a local preacher in our church..

MMI01 marked the beginning of my journey

- with BGST and it has since motivated me to continue

till my graduation. During the journey, there were

. times when T almost gave up the study due to pressures

of work. As a result, I dropped a module in the height
of my teaching and research duties at the university

* and I wondered whether I should just call it quits. But

MMI01 was a reminder to me that it is God’s calling
to serve and I should serve it well through theological

training. So I moved on in the following semester.

At the beginning of last year, BGST alerted me that I
was reaching my six year limit still with 13.5 credits
short of the total required 60 credits for the MCS
degree. I requested for a one-year extension. But
in my mind, I felt that it was a mission impossible,
Judging from my pace over the past years. It was only
through God’s sustaining power and his wisdom in
guiding my time management that I finally finished
the last lap of my journey. Looking back, I marveled
atmy own ability in completing four and half modules

worth of study during this period of time amidst §

my continuing busy schedules at work and usual
activities in church. When I submitted my very last

3000-word essay assignment on 25 April in time for

my graduation in May, my heart echoed what Paul
says in Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.”

My journey with BGST also ended with my i

upcoming retirement from NUS in June 2016 after 34

years of service. I do not know what God’s plans arc e

for me in the years ahead. One thing is certain - the

MCS training at BGST has equipped me well for my e

“Vocation™ after retirement.




BT I 8 R R

*Hfm’bﬁﬁtf&ﬁﬂ%%m‘%#

HA A > HRMBB &M ;uwméér
M’@mﬁwMﬁAﬁ s By o R&RAE > #ER
B~ —HFRZ > Z—F68 <)

EARBRMNFTEAFSH AL KO ES L
iE o R ERA B AEARXE LR 84k, e
AR R : AP R B G A ARAE > RAFEOH4E
> AR (AL KRELAMA TREARRT >
2p B XAZ > 5B HIE © )

A 0 REBAXZRATAH A kG
024 5FF5RBRPIFRGRE; RAREFT
HEEBALREFEF ORI RFAANEE > R
LRI THEALRG T A AP ERK L F
LOE—BRFA URRF S RBEFEFGHLA
ke B () NAEZ RN > HRLMABT L
X AE K 7 B ALPE B G H FAd5 5] o [P adsdm TR
—ANABREGHEBER ) —ANHLA TERG L
A o]

Bk o LR R BANA BB R T 6 H FAHe
A AART K — R A A A 600 R A ek 16 Bl
# o

FEXE &m%ﬁ%&w&mﬁag&m$
é’Jﬁz‘Fs}ﬁﬁ“P %ﬁﬁé&f‘\%z}ﬂ’ i

o SR

e A [E] T

T ST SCHE 9k 4 4

(A% B TBoar XM 4 T21-02-16 £ B £ W

T A%

OB R TR A At B 2 By B A X
TR 3 U

GBEAFRGR L R LREEBIEF E ZREBAA
WAEWHFZA > RAH—ROBAAKLRRET
ARk mBAFERENEEL®G | {2
EHEHERLRBIRMNGEL ) LFOEABARY
£ AXAFANERLEFLETIRL S5 0 iz
TAEN X, Fre QAL IR FLLLT
BAAEMRE TEFEHEAMN—HREB > REH T
TOUREAER ) BT AR BAUMNGFHRT
T > —WHREHT o)

b T XAEEREHRBREACEEL
wEA REFIER  FIEL REXRERLAL
HRET |

22 H FERMNSUANAERREHGA > T EAR
"”b‘f'ﬁi’%‘éﬁ%%ﬁ&%‘ékméﬁ/\ iow & &
BREBERELILEFIFA > KRNAE AL (&)
MRS F A RKMER o BARAMPAZ K HIRRA
> 7% Feeg ~ 48~ —HF|RT > B—H85 ] #b
Ko R ) KRS o fRAE B RAN B A o FAT
‘Tf’tt*-’a Wﬁ'm ’ 'JH'T‘Z@" ii‘@}&ﬁ#ﬂt



Vi 7 a6 B AL o B R0 IE % — T 46 A B & 3t A 6
oo AARPREIEETRAG EFECE2ELT 4
REREHEMA & o

S SAEVIVAAR S5 38 Fy BAVE A% — 1L 5] i 9MF
FOEHE; PHEALGZALEFL > £1998¢F 4+
A I )

7

. W

HEMEP AFFEFL o 4RO RA WL B 47N
FILo LRMRA) R B B A > AR RN
BV ROFert £ $ 0 XEBFFBA

FFIEMERRH L LEARAZANABL
7RG 5 @ 3 LR PAL AN EL &
s W FEATHEER ) F0ESHEFRMNAG
LA ehiEiE > 3 FMNA CIRBFEY EEBER
ZoBiUALFPH —i—ARAERGERARRE A Z
2% ABAGWERILREIE > Ehdo RERE
ALFRENGFL > g Tk LFkm -

WANIBGEGFTI RS hERMNG A
g BAWMKAT 2IRK THERA L) 95X BA
P> 54 () NMEAERSR > BERRL o 2
BT EGRY QA o FFARIEESZA  EFH
B > PHEIF > A AR EMRE A “GENERAL” o

BTEERSZS G LY ETE 5
T50% S 4 EAEXTFROREP > Br s T
FHE GHRARME | RMERELERE > RATR
BEEENRFLE > FERRNESRBAFEA -

BB X+ 545 > RAFRELIESY > 32
IR E IR G AHAT ; A2 R RABIRFH R
I AR EBAA > ARG » 75 2L EF A
P FS—EREGFE  LRRMSHGFL
Wb EAYFEEE S ) RERE > AREATEF >
it At o

B FRER > LRREAEEBRANR
W5 WAL A SR RO A HE RS
PRAEGL  R—F @ X BRSEARRE A
REREERL | BR> § TR BFAMAEG B
RV R > AbiE AR F & B % B ML I kA
REAMBHITRARRENFS » RERFFAT
CREX

—ABR > T K (e BT
FoRFLOF EFAEF 2 F RS AAFRAL
REFBHEThR ) RAEPGRACHHIL > Fioff
FrH#e : TREEAREZ R > HFRBHES5AER
o BAZXRFFRLG - Ko KREAZEES > &
HANERBEE < )

Bt > ATR  ERBHEWEERBERS
IANFGETE > RR22MATELATHE
b AE EAZE > WA 8HRE LR Sk o 4
AR ERBCH RG> Eo B8P a0
M) REEFCENHT LA BELFL R4
W MRERSHFEH RS > RBJLHF S EREE
B TARRFEREAMNER © | B K25: 21




“What time are you leaving today? Are you
staying back for any meeting? Are you ready to go
home? Oh, give me another few more minutes. Let’s
go home now”

Well, these were some daily conversations
we had when I had the opportunity to give Lip Bun
a ride home from office since my re-appointment to
TA church in 2014. As a friend and colleague for
almost 20 years, I have known Lip Bun to be a very
conscientious person, always giving her best in all that
she did. She would spend lots of time preparing for
Bible Study, teachings, sharing and even discussing or
talking with the youths under her care. As such, at
times it would require some effort for her to lay aside
her busy work and to go home with me after a long
day’s work.

While we have a choice to'7 T early, leave
the office on time or keep working as if time is
endless, there is one'#{ L’in life that we can never
choose, negotiate or know when it will come - that is,
DEATH! On the night when Lip Bun passed on, the
first thing I said to her was “Lip Bun, you have finally*
# I T 'Indeed it was a long awaited'#{ T.’that Lip
Bun was looking forward to - to be with Jesus whom
she loved and to find that perfect rest that she needed.
Such longings can be expressed in this hymn that we
used to sing during our Methodist Youth Fellowship
days — “Beyond the Sunset” by Virgil P. Brock (taken
from Youth Hymns No. 82).

v T |

REST FROM OUR LABOUR

Rev Ng Beng Keow

When I reflected over the ten days of her stay
at the Assisi Hospice (11-20 February 2016), I thank
God for giving me the opportunity to journey with
her and to learn precious lessons from her - one of
them was about life and death. As Christians, we all
know when we passed on from here, we will return to
be with our Lord Jesus in heaven. Knowing that we
have an eternal home in heaven would have given us
courage and confidence to face death. Yet in reality, it
may not be so. Fear of the unknown, how death would
be like could be very real especially for a patient who
is going through sickness and pain. Someone asked
Lip Bun, “Tell me, how you feel about death?” Her
honest reply was, “How could I tell you when I have
not gone through it?”

During one of my visits, Lip Bun expressed
her wish to die so that she could be released from the
physical sufferings and to be with her Lord. Her desire
to choose death over life was so real during the last lap
of her journey on earth. How do we pray under such
circumstances? How could one sustain her faith in
God to lead her on?

I had only one precious Sunday evening with
her on 14 February for a time of worship and prayer.
That Sunday morning, for the very first time (so unlike
her to send out a video as she was not well-versed with
any hand phone gadgets), Lip Bun sent me a video
of a song “Showers of Blessings”. It was a clip with
beautiful choral singing accompanied by an orchestra

Beyond the sunsef, O blissful morning,
When with our Savior heav’n is begun.

Earth’s toiling ended, O glorious dawning;




ensemble in the forest, with a lovely waterfall at the
back. Apart from the beautiful singing, what captured
my attention was the rushing water of the waterfall.
The immediate word that came to my mind was “Life”,
as water represents life. Our Lord Jesus offers us
abundance of life — not just when life is beautiful or
when everything is good, but more so in the messiness,
brokenness and the pain of our lives. Life abundance
is not only to be experienced in heaven, but it can be
experienced here and now on earth - even in the pain
and sufferings of life.

How can that be? When life’s storm is raging
over us, we can rest in the full assurance that God still
loves and cares for us. His grace is sufficient for us.
With renewed confidence and faith in God, Lip Bun
finally chose life and overcame her struggles facing
death. She pressed on and continued in this path of
Grace (& 2 2 %) knowing that Jesus was holding her
hand, leading her step by step to return to the heavenly
home.

Her changed perspective of life and death
was shown in the third picture (the tree) which she
drew about two days before she passed on. It was an
awesome picture — there is glory radiating through the
tree which has roots spread wide and deep (stability),

branches with green leaves well spread out (shelter)
and a tall trunk (far sight). There is so much life in
this picture — vibrancy and abundance!

How could a sick patient like Lip Bun draw
such a glorious picture? She drew it while in the midst
of facing death. It was therefore God’s grace and love
that had enabled her to embrace life and experience its
abundance as she finished her final journey on earth.
Praise the Lord! Lip Bun has now gone on to join the
clouds of witnesses, cheering us on in our pilgrimage
to live well and to experience life in its abundance.

For the initial few weeks after Lip Bun’s passing
on, whenever I passed by her work cubicle, there
seemed to be an echoing of our familiar conversations:
“Are you ready to go home? Give me half an hour
more...” Though there will not be anymore of such
conversations between us, I know for sure one day
when the time comes, perhaps I will be able to hear
someone saying, “Beng Keow, you have' 7 T 7! 1
hope by then, I would be able to testify that indeed
we can experience life in its abundance on this side of
heaven even in the midst of sufferings and pain. With
God’s grace, it is possible. Amen!
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WITNESSING 20 YEARS OF GOD'S

Faithfulness and Harvest In the Hainan Missions Ministry with its

Emerging Needs Observed

In our church today, whenever we think about
the Hainan Missions, most people would reply, “You
mean we are still going to Hainan? I thought we have
stopped ministry there already” While it is true that
our church has ministered to the Hainan people for
many years and counting, we thank God for His
continual guidance and faithfulness. Our recent trips
there revealed new emerging needs from the growing
church in Hainan.

In 2016, the decision to go Hainan came
much later than usual years. When the news came
in December last year, I was pleasantly surprised
and also worried. This is because we typically require
three months of preparation time and we usually
start planning for Hainan as early as October and will
largely be prepared by late December. In addition,
Yishun Methodist Church who joined us for the
previous three Hainan trips have also started other
new ministry points and was unable to join us for any
future trips. Thankfully, since Chinese New Year was
in February this year, we had a full four to plan for our
trip. By God’s grace and strength, our small team of
four Sunday school teachers managed to plan a three-
day children’s camp program titled “#% 45 % 4k” or
“Our Wonderful Body”, adapted from a VBS source.
This year, we have a small but dynamic group of six
-Rev See, Hua Joo, Beng Wan, Hua Woon, Li Ting and
myself.

We tried a new approach in the running of our
children’s program. Previously, we ran our programs
on our own, with the Hainan teachers facilitating at
the side, before packing up and leaving. This year,
however, in the attempt to spur the Hainan ministry
to become more independent, we decided to run a
2-day training and preparatory workshop for teachers
where we introduce and brief the teachers on our
program. We also ran through all of the activities with
them. After the teachers’ training, we ran our usual
3-day children’s camp for the Hainan children with
the local teachers taking charge of the main program
while our team oversaw their lead. We hope that
this new arrangement would equip them with new
teaching skills and enable them to eventually conduct
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effective and enriching children’s program on their
own. This new method yielded wonderful results!
In our 2-day workshop for teachers, while running
through the program together, we got to know the
Hainan teachers much more. In the past, the Hainan
teachers were helpers and after the camp, we hardly
knew their names or who they are. This time, as we
split into different groups to discuss theme lessons
and worked on our short lesson skits, in the midst of
laughter and learning, they were more than helpers,
they became co-workers. In addition, because they
knew the children much better and came from the
local ministry, when it came to practicing worship
songs and craft activities, they provided invaluable
feedback from the ground that enhanced our program
to suit their ministry. We even changed some of our
song lyrics to fit theirs!

When it came to the actual running of the
children’s program, some teachers were nervous, as
it was their first time addressing such a large group
of children. However, it was a great chance for them
to practice their story-telling skills and we were glad
that these opportunities served as stepping-stones
towards bolder steps in the future. I was deeply
encouraged by the prayers of the local teachers. Before
the commencement of the program each day, they will
always gather together for prayer. Unlike in Singapore,
where we are used to praying silently, in Hainan, the
individual teachers prayed loudly and fervently with
much rigor and zeal. Rapid streams of Chinese words
cumulatively cooked up a prayer storm and that, in
turn, inspired me to pray courageously, boldly and
with conviction.

We also observed that, due to our new method
of running our program, we had fewer interactions
with the Hainan children and hence, we were not as
close to them as in previous trips. The children were
however closer to their own Hainan teachers as they
interacted and related with them. We give thanks for
that! Personally, I was glad that we have moved from
eager Mission-trippers who arrived excitedly and
scrambled to make friends and take photos with the
children (which was what I did in the past) to a more



mature team that rationalizes and creates long-term
strategies to extend ministry there. All in all, we thank
God for guiding us through the smooth delivery of
the children’s camp this year!

We were thankful that Rev See joined us on this trip as
it marked the 20th anniversary of the Hainan Mission
ministry. We only realized this when we arrived at
Hainan. The Hainan church leaders held a small
thanksgiving ceremony to remember TAs efforts
these 20 years. One of the local church pastors, 22 4%
J#, gave a rousing speech where he led the Hainan
people on rounds of resounding applause to thank our
church. When Rev See went up to speak thereafter,
he said that all those applause and cheer should be
directed to our God who has been faithful to us all
these years. We ended the session with a song that
spoke about people from all around the world giving
praise to our God who is above all praise. At that
moment, as we offered our worship with the Hainan
people, there was a warmth exuding from my heart
that proclaimed a message: We are a family together
in Christ. It was the warmth of family, knowing that in
God, we have become brothers and sisters. Oh what a
joy and privilege!

“The Lord is good and His
love endures forever; His
faithfulness continues through

all generations”

Psalm 100:5

Having gone to Hainan for five consecutive
vears, | have forged a bond with some of the children
who used to be at the children’s camp but have since
moved up to the youth camp. In the past, the youth
camp was “big news” — an annual event that the
youths in the Hainan church looked forward to in an-
ticipation. Unfortunately in recent years, the attend-
ance at the youth camp has declined. What used to
be a hall packed with youths, is now a hall that is half
full. What used to be youths who excitedly came in to
listen to theme talks while actively taking down notes
have been replaced by lethargic bored souls dragging
their feet into the sanctuary without their bibles. The
Hainan youths are now glued to their cell phones and
mobile devices and some of them were even falling
asleep in front of Rev See while he preached. And
what used to be enthusiastic children whose hands
shot straight up when we asked questions became

youths with dull faces who are reluctant learners.
We saw these changes as an issue the Hainan church
needs to address. Rev See met up with the leaders and
discussed with them about engaging their youths and
give attention to the youth ministry as they are the
future of the church. The youths in Hainan (as in Sin-
gapore) are now presented with many more summer
activities (such as student reunions and gatherings)
and the youth camps was merely one of the many
events that they could choose from.

In the midst of joy and challenges that we
faced in this year’s Hainan trip, we thank God for
leading and protecting us. We are always treated with
sincere hospitality that is sufficient to fill hearts and
luggage! Below are some prayer points for the Hainan
church:

For the church pastors and leaders. To have
wisdom and foresight from the Lord in reviving
the youth ministry and leading the youths back
to church. For God to raise youth leaders to guide
and counsel their local youths.

For the Hainan youths. When faced with various
distractions and noises from the modern society,
they will stay rooted in the word of God and hold
onto their spiritual family in church.

For the expanding children’s ministry. We give
thanks for the Hainan ministry that has started
20 years ago, which has resulted in the first
generation of youths now sending their children
and grandchildren to the children’s ministry.

For the Hainan teachers. May God grant them
wisdom as they teach and source for materials.
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Building
Lives
Together -
TA Church
Camp 2015

Ang Chin Chin

I stopped going to church camps for a few
years, and hence I found the experience at TA church
camp 2015 refreshing. It was well-organised and well-
paced with a good balance of spiritual food and time
for fellowship. And the food was sumptuous.

The camp was held in Changi and hence we
need not bear the anxiety of crossing the causeway.
Changi offered the convenience of being in Singapore
but yet away from the busyness of the city. It was a
place for us to retreat to relax, refresh, reflect and also
to enjoy the sea breeze. The daily worship session and
theme talk were scheduled at 0900 hours and 1930
hours. In the afternoons, there was a wide range of
interest group programmes that catered to different
age groups and interests including bowling, cycling,
café hopping, contemplative art, talk on foster care,
movie screening, board games and a visit to Changi
Museum. Each camper was given flexibility to choose
from these programmes. All the meals, except for
the dinner on the first evening, were provided for in
buffet style at the hotel. We were even treated to two
tea breaks daily — one in the morning and one at
night. It was difficult not to put on weight over those
four days!

During the camp, I felt close to God during
worship time and when I heard God’s word through
his servant, camp speaker Pastor Benny Ho. The
ministry time after the sermons and sharing among
members in our discussion groups helped to affirm
God’s message to us and our bond as members in the
family of God. God spoke to me in many aspects of
my life such as my prayer life, my commitment, work
of the Holy Spirit and giving thanks to God. I have
learnt that God is pleased with me and I am blessed to
be a blessing.

I thank God for this camp, the committee
and everyone who had played a part in contributing
to the smooth running of the camp. I am glad to see
the youths coming up to serve God in this camp. This
camp marked a meaningful closure for me for 2015.



WIE4M 2 TESTIMONY

A WIFI CONMETION TO

After having been a casual Buddhist for 30
years, [ never expect that my spiritual life would turn
out to be so fulfilling after the Alpha Course. I came
to Alpha simply because I had some free time and I
thought it would be a great opportunity to make new
friends and expand my social circle.

Within the first few sessions, I found myself
inspired by the speaker, Nicky Gumbel, through his
often humorous and entertaining illustrations. I
would search the Internet after each session for more
information on the topics he covered. In order to
enhance my understanding, I would also watch the
Chinese Alpha video, translated from Nicky’s talks.
Prior to Alpha, I had never read anything about
Christianity. Hence, it was quite a challenge to grasp
certain biblical meanings and implications without
the help of the Chinese version.

I found myself looking forward to the Alpha
day every week. Besides Nicky’s speeches, I also
enjoyed the fellowship over dinner, and the open and
interesting discussions in the small group sessions. I
could frankly share whenever I had doubts over some
beliefs without feeling embarrassed. Overall, I think
I was taking a rational approach to appreciate or
understand each topic covered. There were two topics,
however, that had extreme impact on me, which led
me to accept Christ eventually.

The first one was “Why did Jesus die for you
and me?” I was doubtful and asked myself how that
could be possible since Jesus died more than 2000
years ago! But a few days after that session, I asked
myself about the missing links in my knowledge and
wisdom that will enable me to better appreciate this
belief. That question really aroused my curiosity. Not
only did I “Googled” to learn more, but also began
to read the book, Knowing God Intimately, by Joyce
Meyer.

The second topic was on the Holy Spirit. With
my prior limited knowledge of Christianity, I was
only aware of the belief in God and Jesus. Holy Spirit
was new knowledge for me then, and yet surprisingly,

JEEE=

Janice Tay

I could accept this belief quite easily. When Nicky
was explaining the verse about “You have access to
Jesus through Holy Spirit’, I made a link with the
need for Wi-Fi connection these days. With my IT
background, I saw a similarity in both concepts, and
found it quite amusing. I said to myself: using LAN
cable might be too short to connect to Jesus and also
inconvenient as you have to be at a specific location.
But with Wi-Fi, you can connect to Jesus anywhere,
any time and any place, and it is always on! I was
quite pleased with this analogy.

So, in order to get the “key” to this Holy Wi-
Fi connection, I accepted Christ even though I was
still having some doubts then. I chose the approach:
believe in order to understand, in accepting Christ!
This is because by then, I already had a hunger for
more information and knowledge, and I knew the
truth would be revealed gradually.

Continuing with my Wi-Fi analogy: though I
had the key to the Holy connection, I did not receive
any Wi-Fi signal immediately as I had yet read God’s
word. By the time I read the first few books of the Old
Testament (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy) and the first few Gospel books in the
New Testament (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), I
gradually had my earlier doubts cleared. During Old
Testament times, the sinners would sacrifice their
first-born animals that were in perfect condition to
redeem their sins. And in the New Testament, Jesus
was the scapegoat! With that realization, I am now
convinced that Jesus is my Savior.

So what difference has Jesus made to my life?
My life still looks the same as before, from the outside.
But now the feeling of emptiness is gone and I have a
sense of relief. Before Christ, I did have my worries,
doubts and fears over my own decision to retire from
the corporate world at the age of 50. But now it is a
relief, as T know God has a plan for me. Meanwhile, I
get myself ready by reading and obeying God’s word.
I see the Bible as my life manual rather than just a
religious book. I have a new positive attitude to life!
And God is wonderful - He gave me many new friends

from my Alpha journey too!
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Lip Bun led a life that was a great witness
to Christ. She magnified the Lord through her
words and deeds. She gave priority to being a
good disciple of Christ. She served the Lord
consistently and was diligent in teaching about
the truth of the Bible. But more importantly, she
taught and showed us how life should be lived.

I was most impressed that about two
months before her death, when she was already
physically very weak, she continued to participate
in the youth camp and taught classes for the youth.
Her dedication and involvement in planning
the camp program did not dwindle despite her
illness. Indeed, she exemplified what it is to use
her life to serve the Lord.

(NOTE: We can learn about Lip Bun’s love for the
Lord and how she used her life to serve others
through the testimonies shared by the pastors,
her family, her students and all those whom she
witnessed to.)

-

Passing down the seed of Life

Let us now earnestly pray — Although Lip
Bun is no longer with us, the Lord still wants us to
continue to learn from her unwavering love and
dedication to God, so that we can continue to witness
to more people and bring them Christ. As Jesus said:
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).

I hope that the seeds that Lip Bun sowed will
bear fruit and her kind and faithful service to Christ
will continue to be our role model and inspire us to
bear witness for God. Indeed, we should lay aside
our lives like a grain of wheat so that we can magnify
Christ and care for others. Amen!

23



Jesus' life and
ministry on earth
continue to affect the
lives of disciples from
ancient times to present
day. Two thousand

years ago, Jesus Christ
left His throne on
heaven and came to
earth to live among us.
In His time on earth,
he preached about
life through His service to people on earth. His
extraordinary sinless life on earth is a testimony of
His mission on earth. His message of “Forgiveness
and Sacrifice” was clearly demonstrated by his
obedience on the cross. His actions, teachings and
obedience encouraged His disciples to follow him
and to this day, continue to influence the lives of
all believers. As such, as believers of Christ, how
can we lead a Christ-centered life that reflects the
extraordinary values of Christ?

Pastor-in-Charge
Rev Chua Ooi Suah

I will expound this notion with the
following points:

Life changing Life

The establishment of the early church to the
church today is a journey that is peppered with

difficulties, hardship and numerous ups and
downs. The formation of a life transforming
church requires the presence of the Holy Spirit to
nurture the believers. At the same time, believers
must also go through trials and tribulations in
life so that they can understand the will of God.
They need to keep their faith in order to be the
fragrance of Christ’s love to enable people to
see the love of Jesus in their lives. This will draw
people to the Lord.

On the other hand, the true believer must
also understand the meaning and values that
a Christian life promotes. Acquisition of head
knowledge through reading books and teaching
of theoretical ideas are insufficient. What is more
important is for believers to be in contact with
other believers and to exercise kindness, sincerity,
patience etc. It is only through humbly learning
from each other, encouraging each other that we
are truly living a life that is Christ-like.

Witness of Life

Late on the night of February 21 this
year, we lost a co-worker who served in the parish
ministry for 20 ygars — Ms Wang Lip Bun. Lip
Bun’s departure was a great loss to her family and
the church.
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