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LEARNING ABOUT
GOD IN THE

BUSYNESS OF LIFE

going to cope with work, wedding preparation as
well as the Bible readings that came with the class.
It was at this time that I found out that my wife-to-
be was going to join me in the course as well! [twas
such a blessing that we were attending the sessions
together L it ensured that we were accountable to
each other for the time that we committed to the
class as well as the plans for our wedding.

With the pressure of the time commitment
looming overhead, as well as the anxiety of
attempting something new, | spoke to several
mentors and with their encouragement I was
convinced that the course would help me to get the
answers that | had been seeking as I journeyed as
a new believer. An added value for me was that
during the class we forged bonds with our course

Marc

mates and learned from the shared experiences and
trials. There were open discussions and reflections
of our experiences and these helped to foster
trusting and strong bonds between us in a loving
ironment. The value of the sharings
cularly apparent when there were
differences in views. Tn our attempt to understand
these. d:ﬁ'erencu, we applied the skills that we
the course and are encouraged to take
e biblical and pleasing to God.

As the course progressed. it became a weekly
session where my wife and I would keep reminding
other of the readings that we had to do and
discuss some of the immediately interesting
questions as posed by the course book. I was
constantly reminded during the course was how
the Bible kept reinforcing the union of husband and
wife, although we were yet married, these lessons
were a timely reminder of the responsibilities
of a God-fearing husband. Even more so, this
1 was reminded of the leading role I had when 1
become the leader of my family together with the
unwavering support of my wife.
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Mission Trip to Cambodia 2015
Here I am, Lord

Elena Yeo

From 11 July to 6 October this year, I was
in Cambodia for a 3-month stint as a Missions
intern supported by MMS (Methodist Missions
Society). Since God's calling in 2009 during
Kairos, the Lord has been faithfully reaffirming
me in my call to Missions and this 3-month trip
strongly affirmed by belief. On the first month,
1 was stationed at MSC (Methodist School of
Cambodia), while the next two months at a
children’s village called COSI (Community
Qutreach Services Immanuel); both are ministries
set up by MMS.

During my first month, I was thankful
that God gave me ample time to adapt to the
new environment, as work at MSC was not
overwhelming. Looking into physical adaptations,
one of my greatest challenges was my fear of

insects. While in Cambodia,
God really put my fear of
bugs to the test. I was given a
chance to kill centipedes in the
bathroom while sleeping with
lizards above my head. I told
God to never let a cockroach
come into my room and He
was good. Once, 1 saw God’s
deliverance when T spotted a
cockroach, dead in the room,
with God seemingly telling
me “See, Elena, yes I've let
the cockroach in but T've
also Killed the cockroach for
you!”

Another challenge for
me was adapting to local
Khmer food. Cambodia food has a palette similar
to Vietnamese and Thai flavors. Some of their
more bizarre foods include the developing duck
egg (pong tia goon), which they eat with a sauce
made with lime, salt and pepper and it is usually
eaten with raw local vegetables. There was also
fermented fish paste cooked with minced pork,
which the locals call prahok, and it is usually eaten
with boiled beef gizzards and vegetables. I thank
God for strengthening me with boldness to try
these foods because when 1 eat with Cambodians,
they were absolutely delighted and to me, it was a
sincere gesture in embracing their culture.

Personally, one of the most enjoyable part of
my time in Cambodia was learning the language.
The Khmer language system has 33 consonants,
33 sub-consonants and about 24 vowels. In my
first month, I had time to learn writing, reading
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and speaking Khmer on my own through
watching online classes. Almost immediately
into my second month, I was made to apply and
use Khmer to teach classes. Through teaching
and also spending time with the locals, I picked
up Khmer quickly and was able to say a short
prayer and share during our devotion time. I
am thankful to God for empowering me in this
aspect.

In Cambodia, I was blessed with a great
family of missionaries from MMS who have
been serving in the field. I was encouraged by
their stories and testimonies. When we gathered
for meals and started speaking Singlish, it was
a wonderful feeling of “being in Singapore,
while also being in Cambodia”, showing me
the importance of having a strong family of
workers while in the field. They are also my
great mentors, gencrously giving of their time
1o share with me. Some important concepts they
taught me were:

1. There will always be work in the field, so
instead of focusing on what God wants you to
DO, focus on who God wants you to BE.

2. Dare to waste time for God.

3. Sometimes a day’s work may possibly
be sitting down with a local. encourage him
in God's word and seeing him walk away with
renewed faith.

Previously, the call to Missions was daunting
because 1 used to think missionaries need to be
super “holy”. However, I came to realize that
they are simply normal people who are willing
to commit to God’s plan for the world, who are
willing to listen, and it is through God'’s strength
and in letting God work through them, that they
become great heroes of faith.

“God isn’t looking for people of great faith,
but for individuals ready to follow Him.”

— Hudson Taylor

Indeed, when T was involved in a myriad
of teaching in COSI, God showed me his
faithfulness each day through providence and
sovereignty from the lessons and the children.
One of the greatest challenges we face was the
slower technology we got there. Sometimes
during keyboard classes, we will experience an
electricity outage and all our keyboards would
suddenly shut off, forcing us to stop. Countless
times the projector or the computer would run
into problems and we had to improvise ways (o
2o about with our learning. Many times I would
seemingly be crying out in frustration but the
children in my keyboard class told me without
hesitation to pray for electricity to come back!
The youths would all be waiting quietly, without
a hint of annoyance, that class had 10 stop
because our computer suddenly could not work.
These instances allowed me to learn to put my
absolute faith in God to deliver us. The countless
times we counted on prayer for class to continue
taught me that God is with us because He saw us
through every time.

Day by day, | found my faith in the Lord
growing in leaps and bounds, constantly
encouraged by the children and youths. One
day, I was sitting outside my house when a
boy named Ponlur, who was helping to trim
the grass nearby, joined me. He picked up a
devotion book that was on a QT table outside.
He sat next to me and tried reading a portion
of text. I asked if he understood, he said a little.
Then I told him to seek God for wisdom to
understand. Immediately after that, to my sheer
amazement, he went to a corner, knelt in front
of a small cross on the table and started praying
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aloud for wisdom. His immediate action to seek
God was formidable and deeply humbling from a
ten year old.

For every art class, the materials that we got,
were really all we got as the nearest place to buy
more was a two-hour drive away. In God’s amazing
ways, there was one art class when we completely
ran out of yellow paint but He led us to finding one
more exact same bottle amidst the stash of paints that

a team left behind. Another instance was a moment
when I ran out of spray paint for the children's
artwork only to look up and see the missionaries’
car coming in, carrying our new bottle! Indeed,
we witnessed God’s faithfulness and guidance
everyday. And it was when I walk along the streets
alone to buy dinner while praying constantly for
God’s protection do I find peace in His little bubble.

The children in COSI may not possess what
most children have. They do not have phones or
iPad or their own set of stationaries, yet their lives
are so full of joy and happiness from God. They
give thanks even for a small biscuit that T gave them
as snack. They see themselves blessed and tirelessly
venture into the nearby villages for outreach every
Sunday to extend the blessing to others. Rain or
shine, they forge ahead and I was delighted to be
part of their outreach ministry while I was there.
Their lives are what many people yearn for: one that
is enriched and filled with contentment in the Lord.

I am thankful to God for giving me a new
spiritual family amongst the Cambodians, Indeed
ourGod s a global God whose heart s for the nations.
So let us reflect: Are we sharing in His mission for
the world? Are we praying for the world? Are we
aware of our call? Are we responding to Him?
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Myrrh: a precious spice for embalming,
recognizing that Jesus will taste death and be
resurrected.

The wonderful mystery of those precious
gifts presented by the Magi was that they later
became useful when Jesus and His family had to
escape. It is worth pondering over the significance
of gifts - God will and can use the gifts that we
offer.

On the other hand, from biblical records, we
can also see the contrast between the indifference
by the priests as opposed to the sincerity shown
by the Magi. The priests relied on knowledge that
they are familiar with and did not follow God's
will as they carry out God’s work. Not only have
they ignored the way God works, they have also
disregarded God’s promises!

This is a reminder and a challenge to all of us
who have been Christians for a long time and who
are well versed with the Bible - remember, do not
be indifferent towards the things of God!

year term. God’s intention is to declare the
50th year as holy. It is also a year of Jubilee for
the land unto all the inhabitants shall proclaim
freedom.

Because he said: “Consecrate the fiftieth year
and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each of
you is to return to your family property and to
your own clan.” (Leviticus 25:10).

2. Herod’s choice

Herod chose to use deception to trick the Magi
to achieve his own objectives. He chose to destroy
and fight against all who threatened his position so
that he can preserve his authority. While humans
have our own strategies and plans, but when God
intervenes, even kings are not spared.

When Herod heard from the Magi that a new
king will be born, he felt insecure and threatened.
His anxieties and uncertainties affected many. In
his heart, the most important thing is his throne
and ensuring that he is in power. He chose to
ignore and even became hostile to ease his own
restlessness. In reality, from God's perspective, the
feeling of “anxiety” is really what people needed.

3. Jesus’ choice

For Jesus so loved the world that He was
willing to leave His throne in Heaven to become
man to live among the people just so that we can
be saved. Jesus came down to earth not because
He was guilty of any sin in heaven and has been
reincarnated as human on earth. He also did not
come down to earth through miraculous birth or
came as a child prodigy. In fact if He had come
to carth through unusual means or miracles, He
would have attracted more people to follow Him.

Jesus choice of His birthplace is actually an
unremarkable town of Bethlehem in a humble
manger! This choice of birthplace is unimaginable
butis in fact an indisputable reality! Jesus willingly
chose to be among the poor to experience human
weakness and pain.

Jesus™ choice reflects His complete obedience
and surrender to God the Father. As Jesus said:
“I have come to do your will, my God.” (Hebrew
10: 7).

Conclusion: Our response to the invitation of
God

All things that happen in life are a
consequence of choices that we make. As such,
from the characters described, who is a role model
to you? What i your choice? Are you willing to
accept God’s invitation and choose to let Jesus fill
your heart?
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Pastor-in-Charge Rev Chua Ooi Suah
Introduction

Christmas is a festival that is celebrated by many
across the world although the ways of celebration
differ, Shrewd businesses plan aggressive business
promotional activities with colorful and beautiful
packaging to boost sales, while restaurants offer
mouth-watering Christmas dinners to attract diners. As
a Christian, what is your attitude toward this beautiful
festival? Are you in a joyous mood to spend this warm
holiday with your friends and family. or would you
rather spend a quiet evening alone?

Now let us look at the first Christmas 2000 years ago
to understand how it all started.

(See Matthew Chapter 2: 1-12)

1. The different reactions between the Magi
and King Herod

That year, when the Magi saw the emergence of a
star, they knew of the impending birth of a king. They

were filled with joy as they looked forward to the
coming of a great king, This is because they believed
that when the time comes, the newborn king will rule
the people on earth. and bring peace and hope! Thus,
they worked tirelessly through the night, with a firm
conviction and joy, trekking thousands of miles to
bring precious gifts to worship the newborn king.

Giving “Gifts” can be said to be an integral part
of Christmas celebrations today. The origins of giving
gifts could have been based on the Magi bearing gifts
to the infant Jesus and this practice has since been
passed down. The gifts that they presented were
carefully and thoughtfully selected with each gift
bearing a different meaning:

Gold:  signifying honor
acknowledging that Jesus is King.

and  immortality,

Frankincense: represents the burning of spices
during worship, recognizing that Jesus is God.
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