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A Reflection on Singing in the Church Choir

- Peter Kew g

Music has always been at the heart and soul of
worship at Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church
(TACMC). Over the years we are blessed with
exceptional leadership and many talented musicians
and singers who make music a central part of our
ministry to the people.

The TACMC Mandarin Worship Service Music Sunday
was held on 12 November this year. Once again, we are
reminded of “How Great Thou Art” - “FREIEA” while
TACMC celebrated her 128th Anniversary this year. |
do not know exactly how long the Mandarin Choir has
existed. From my understanding, it has existed a good
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number of years and I am thankful that the Choir is still
faithful and still singing. Praise the Lord!

As a Choir member, this Music Sunday has led me to
reflect on what it means to be a member of a choir, its
role in my life, and its role in the life of my church.

The Choir is a place of service in a church. The
role of the choir and musicians in worship is to lead
and inspire the congregation in venerating God
through music. In the choir, we make a commitment to
participate in worship, and to join with the pastoral and
worship staff as they lead the congregation in worship.
The anthems we sing are carefully selected to enhance
the sermons. We sing following the church calendar
and also during communion, baptisms, and even at
wake services if requested. Often we sing in the midst
of our hectic lives, through our own joys and sorrows,

knowing that by our very presence, we are affirming our
faith.

Many church members love to sing. The fact that so
few members have come forward to join the church
choir makes me believe that participation in this music



ministry is something that does require a call to serve
above and beyond that of the congregant who sits in the
pew each Sunday. One must sacrifice time, energy, and
convenience for the service of the Lord.

The church has always understood itself as the Body of
Christ. Like a human body, it is made of many parts,
functions and systems. However, each individual
member is related and work together as a body, a
community that is mutually sensitive to each other, yet
coming together in the name of Jesus Christ. Likewise,
the choir is a collection of individuals who know or
is learning how to read notes and sing; every choir
member has to listen carefully to their fellow members
as they sing, so that together as a choir - matching in
pitch, variations of loudness, tone quality, rhythm and
tempo, and pronunciation -- we achieve as an ensemble
and the result is an experience of profound human
and spiritual harmony. The unity of members in the
presence of God.

The choir is a place to grow. The texts of the anthems we
sing teach us about God, and help us to grow in faith.
Sometimes, when we have down in spirits, the words of
a hymn or anthem we rehearsed or remembered come
to mind and speak to our needs. The texts of our hymn
or anthem become our meditation and prayer.

The choir is also a place to experience God. We have
members of different age groups - ranging from young
adults to senior citizens and members with different
personalities, music backgrounds and spiritual maturity.
Itis a challenge to bring all these people together and an
even greater challenge to get them together to do one
task - sing in harmony. However, by God’s mercy, love
and grace, He makes it possible to bring us together as a
family, uniting us through music.

Singing in the choir is not about achieving perfect
performances, The offering of music and work is in a
similar manner to the sacrifice in biblical times, it must
be prepared with care, diligence, and imagination. Our
music must be offered to God wholeheartedly, without
any gains in return so that God can use our offering in
God’s own way in our congregation. It is God alone
that makes our music sacred. In this regard, there is
a requirement that each member gives his/her best
performance, which is carefully prepared for God’s use.
Such performance demands commitment, time, work
and willingness to use our gifts/talents to complete
thorough preparations for an anthem. This can only be
sustained by our faith and love of God.



Apart from coming together weekly to rehearse our anthems, we also share our prayer requests and pray together.
At times, we have devotions, fellowship suppers, celebrate birthdays, and participate in social work and do fun
things together, like sports and games.

Singing in the choir is like life in the church. Given our strengths and weakness, with our interests and gifts, God
uses us as a group of imperfect people to do great things — proclamation of His love and Salvation.

Seeing where the choir is today, I can only come to God with a thankful heart. He is faithful and has made it
possible for the church to be so blessed with a choir that can continue to learn and sing for Him. I am also thankful
to those members who went before us for their faithfulness in building the foundation of the choir, although some
of them are no longer with the choir due to God's calling to other areas of ministry. I am also inspired by my
current fellow members for their love of the Lord and their faithfulness in serving the choir. May we be able to
continue to make music for Him as long as we live. Amen.




THE ALPHA COURSE - EXPLORE LIFE, FAITH AND MEANING

Alpha 2017 Organising Committee
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A group of about 35 people galhered on Friday evenings for three months in Telok Ayer Chinese Methodlst Church
to explore the big questions of life. We had seekers and believers, young and old, visitors from elsewhere, as well as
TA and TA2 members.

They made friends over food, listened to talks about Jesus and the Christian faith, and discussed questions such as,
“Is there a God?”, “What happens when we die?”, and “What’s the purpose of my life?”
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The Alpha 2017 participants

We praise God for being with us and working in our lives. Read on for testimonies from two of our Alpha guests
— Anthony and Amanda.

My Experience through ALPHA - Anthony
I had been attending Sunday Church Service for many years in the past. Due to some bad encounters with my
Christian friends and ex-colleagues, I began to have doubts about God and stopped going to church.

On 30 June this year, my wife (Karen) and I were invited to the Introductory Dinner of 2017 Alpha Course by
Grace Chng, a member of TACMC. That was the first time that we stepped into this church. As we were warmly
welcomed by some church members which related to a positive experience, we signed up for the Alpha Course.
During the Alpha lessons, I began to ask questions on who God is, why there is God and other queries regarding
God. With the sincerity and clear explanations from the team members during our discussions, I was able to
develop a deeper understanding about God. As such, I became more interested in the Alpha course.

On 27 July, I suddenly felt God telling me to stop buying 4-D lottery (which I had been buying for many years). I
really stopped totally and am not interested in it anymore! After the Alpha session on 11 August, we were looking
forward anxiously to the Alpha Day Away on 19 August. However, on 12 August, some personal events requiring
our attention cropped up on the afternoon of Alpha Day Away. Feeling sad, we prayed for God to help us. On 15
August, we received a message that the appointment was changed to 20 August. We give thanks to God for making
it possible for us to attend the Alpha Day Away.

During the small group discussions at the Alpha Day Away, I understood and realised that the Holy Spirit is already
working inside me. When pastor invited us to respond to the sinner’s prayer, I moved forward with a peaceful heart
to pray and accept Jesus into my life.
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On 25 August, I sent my son’s car for repair. While waiting, I took a set of Straits Times newspaper and started
reading. To my surprise, I finished reading in an hour and a half without developing a headache and giddiness (this
was not possible before). During the Alpha discussion that evening, I understood that the Holy Spirit is working in
me again, and that I should be able to read the Bible now. On 1 September, I took a Holy Bible from my wife and
tried reading. I read for one hour without any trouble of headache and giddiness. I managed to complete the book
of John over the next few days.

['was diagnosed with Age-related Macular Degeneration (AMD) in my right eye about two years ago. I need to have
regular injections into my right eye to reduce the risk of total blindness. On 14 Sep, I went for my regular check-
up and injection again at the National Eye Centre. The attending doctor told us that there is great improvement in
my right eye. My next appointment was hence deferred to four months later (usually it is every two months). The

professor said that she would assess my eye condition and I might not need any more injections during my next
appointment.

My wife has always been praying for my salvation and for
me to trust in God. She also prayed for an improvement for
my medical condition (AMD). God has answered all her
prayers. We have signed up for Baptism class to prepare for
our baptism on 24 Dec 2017. We have decided to make TA
our home church.

Anthony and Karen

Reconnecting with God through Alpha - Amanda

[ was introduced to the Alpha Course by Siew Lan and
Kiong Heng. Although we are relatives, we had not
seen each other for years. Though we visit each other's
parents during Chinese New Year, our paths did not
cross. We reconnected during our combined Mother's
Day celebration this year. After that gathering, we kept
in touch through WhatsApp.

Siew Lan and Kiong Heng separately invited me to join
Alpha Course in Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church.
[ had no idea what it was about. However, I had a feeling
that God was opening a door for me to return to Telok
Ayer Chinese Methodist Church as I have been thinking
about returning to my home church. Having been away
for so long, I had lost touch with the people and was not
sure if those I knew were still around and if T would still
be welcomed.

Through the Alpha Course, I reconnected with brothers
and sisters-in-Christ and felt very encouraged by their
warmth and hospitality. I have also learnt a lot from
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Nicky Gumbel's easy-to-understand messages and
loved our small group sharing. I was so glad to see the
amazing transformation of group member, Anthony.
Indeed God is performing miracles in our lives.

By the end of the course, I had decided to return to TA
to worship God and serve him through singing in the
choir. Now that I reflect back, it is truly God's blessings
for this opportunity to return to my home church.
I am really grateful for Siew Lan’s and Kiong Heng's
invitation and for Teresa,
Gavin, and all the Alpha
Course team members' love
and encouragement.

I pray and hope that more
people will get to know
about the Alpha Course
and come to join these
wonderful weeks of learning
and fellowship. Their lives
will be transformed by our
almighty God.

Amanda




The inaugural Alpha Parenting Course conducted by
our TA English Service commenced on 9 Jul 2017. The
journey began in mid 2016 when a group of parents were
invited to a feedback session with Pastor Seet. Sensing
the need to strengthen the family, the 10-session Alpha
Parenting course catering to parents with kids up to 10
years old was launched. Praise to God, we had nine sets
of parents signing up, with three pairs of small group
leaders. Members of LOG (Ladies of Grace) ministry
and Church School Teachers were also roped in to mind
the kids while their parents attended the course after
Sunday worship.

Each session comprised a video clip followed by a
breakout session where parents were clustered into three
groups for discussion and sharing. Topics like setting
boundaries and the five love languages were taught
through the video clips and parents shared the takeaway
points and their own parenting experiences in a small
group setting.

The participants appreciated these practical lessons as
reminders of their children's need, for example, to have
their love bank filled up, to listen to them with empathy,
or to have clear boundaries set in place to regulate their
behaviour.

The final session was helmed by sister Serene who gave
parents the opportunity to share their main takeaway
lessons from the course through cue cards. It was a
creative way of using photos to draw out responses from
the participants. Here are some of them:

One couple picked a photo of a bungy jumper in action.
Their takeaway was that parenting is like doing a jump
but God is the rope that keeps them from hitting the
ground - He is in control.

Another couple with two children chose a photo of
coloured Cheerios. To them, no two children are alike,
so as parents, they shouldn't compare but should
appreciate each child who is sweet in his or her own
way.

One mother picked the photo of a telephone booth.
She said that since only one person could be using the
booth at a time, it reminded her to listen to each child
without being distracted.

As part of the closing, Rev Seet gave an exhortation
to parents and prayed for each family when the kids
were brought in to join us. The session ended with a
celebration lunch for all.

We are indeed thankful to God for seeing us through
the 10-week course; for the support rendered by
brothers and sisters in the various roles of facilitators,
such as small group leaders and child minders; and the
nine sets of parents who took courage to take the plunge
with us for this new program! Plans are underway to do
a second run of Alpha Parenting and Alpha Teenagers
in 2018. Look out for these programs.
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DiSCIPLE I: BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY |

Siew Yee Kit

When Rev Erick Tan first floated the idea of conducting Disciple I: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study in
2016, it had been 10 years since the course was conducted in our congregation. A few of us registered our interest
and attended the introductory briefing. During the briefing, we learned of the amount of time and commitment
required - we could not miss more than 4 or 5 sessions if we were to graduate from the course.

Trust that God will see you through.

With that encouragement from Rev Erick, we came together and embarked on the course. We pored over 36 weeks’
worth of assigned Bible passages and lesson material 6 days a week, give or take a few, and met every Saturday to go
through the videos, discussions and Bible studies. Yes, there were times many of us had to attend to other matters
and missed some sessions, but still we managed to complete the course.

God was seeing us through.

Yes, it took a lot of our time and effort. Some of us who had to work, went for lessons, rushed from camp, attended
to very young children, looked after elderly grandparents and did a myriad of things, but we offered our five loaves
and two fishes and found great encouragement from one another and from Rev Erick. Alas, at the end of 2016, Rev

Erick was posted out of our church and we could not convince his new church to allow him to finish the course
with us.

God saw us through.

By His providence, Rev Dr Edwin Tay took our group, with Rev Seet coming alongside us when needed. By that
time, we had begun to know one another better and had established a rather interesting and unique group culture
and dynamics. We are certain that God had His plans laid out perfectly as He blessed us with pastors who could

hit off with our group very quickly and was able to guide us, with all our difficult questions, through this very
challenging course.

God saw each of us through.

We had many interesting lessons and experienced how those lessons could be applied to our lives in very intimate
and immediate ways. We struggled with difficult passages and ideas and learned to see how those difficulties can
be reconciled by learning more about the just, faithful and loving almighty God we worship. We also grew closer
to one another and learned more about ourselves as we got to know one another better. Perhaps one of the most
impactful sessions was when we learned about our spiritual gifts as we learned to listen from God to share about
one another’s gifts.

God had seen us through.

We are not called to be mere believers. We are called to be disciples of Christ. Jesus made it clear by the Great
Commission in Matthew 28:19-20. Therefore, if you have not answered the call, consider joining the Disciple I
course. It is one avenue that is available to help us take the first step to becoming His disciples through studying and
applying His Word. Do not content to wait and ready ourselves to begin; rather, trust in Jesus who is immeasurably
more faithful that

God will see you through, too.

Now this group is looking for facilitators to start Disciple II. Let’s pray we don’t have to wait 10 years for that!
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“l couldd feel warmth going into my body i

Ling Daw Hui (Victor)

I'went through a difficult period with severe health issues from 25 August 2107. I had a fall and hit my
head on two hard places. I had to stay in hospital for 20 days at Tan Tock Seng Hospital (TTSH). A
neurosurgeon told me that I must never fall again, or else I might be paralysed for life. There was spinal
constriction/deterioration and (cervical) compression at the C3 and C4 discs. This period was difficult
for me as I suffered from many other health issues such as prostate problems and degenerative spinal
disorders, just to name a few. I also need to take several medicines such as Tamsulosin Hydrochloride,
Co-amoxiclav, and Levetiracetam. While these medicines help to relieve pain, going through physical
suffering each day has taken a toll on me. I thank God that I have recovered a lot.

Mr Gavin Chan from TAs Tampines St 83 cell group visited me when I was in the hospital. When he
prayed for me he put his hand on my shoulder. I could feel warmth going into my body. Similarly,
when Pastor Richard Tay prayed a long prayer for me when I was in TTSH, I could feel warmth going
into my body. He gave me a 42-page book titled “The Amazing Results of Prayer”. What especially
resonates with me was the quotation on the cover: “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will
receive” (Matthew 21:22).

Note: Pastor Tay serves as a Senior Pastoral Staff with Church of Singapore (Marine Parade) since
March 1992.
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“Traust in the Lond -
He manages my cancen

VICKY TAN SOR CHOO

About five years ago, after a full body check-up,
I vomited overnight and had to be rushed to KK
Hospital emergency clinic. The growth in my abdomen
was so big and my creatinine level was so high that
it implied that my kidneys were not functioning well
and that CT scans could not be done immediately. As
such, I was put on drip during the first week to get the
creatinine level down so that I could eventually go for
the necessary CT scans. During that time, all I could
do was pray and trust that God would answer my
prayer. My faith in God kept me going. I was positive
that God would heal me, and that He would always
be with me. Even the doctors were surprised by my
cheerful and positive outlook. After the first week and
two packs of blood transfusion, I was ready for the CT
scans, I was diagnosed with Stage 3C ovarian cancer
and surgery was the best option, followed by six cycles
of chemotheraphy. So, to the operation theatre I went,
nervous and anxious but clinging to my faith in God.

As | journey through the treatment, my son, Samuel
shared his repertoire of Christian songs from his
mobile phone with me. One of the songs, entitled
“Jesus, Beautiful Saviour” really touched me. The lyrics
were as follows:

Jesus, Beautiful Saviour,

God of all Majesty,

Risen king,

Lamb of God,

Holy and righteous,

Blessed redeemer,

Bright morning star.

All the heavens shout your praise,

All creation bow to worship You.

How wonderful, how beautiful,

Name above every name, exalted high.

How wonderful, how beautiful,

Jesus your name, name above every name, Jesus.
1 will sing forever, Jesus I love you, Jesus I love you
I will sing forever, Jesus I love you, Jesus I love you™

This episode of health scare happened so suddenly. But
[ put my faith in God. I prayed and praised God for the
timely diagnosis and left the surgery in good hands.
Though the surgery took longer than expected, from
the estimated four hours, [ was in surgery for six hours.
Recovering from surgery, I was so happy to see my
husband who must have been very anxious and praying
very hard too.

The surgery was a success and my recovery was speedy.
Thanks to Reverend See and wife, church elders, small
group ministries, family, relatives and friends for all
their prayers all the time.
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Lying in bed almost 24/7, my mind wondered. Many
vignettes crossed my mind. I would like to share this
recurring thought with you.

“A drop of water” (The Rich Man and Lazarus - Luke
16:19-31)

The bible has a story about two men. When alive one
was rich and feast on good food and wine everyday but
do not believe in God. The other was poor and has faith
in God. When they both passed on, the rich man was
burning in hell while the poor man found comfort in
heaven. The rich man asked for a drop of water from
man in heaven and pleaded for him to send messengers
to his living family members, so that they can receive
God’s grace.

Some of us reading this are Christians, others are not.
Some children are Christians while their parents are not
or vice versa. Pray. Attend church services. You want to
be together with your family when life on earth is over.
It is the belief that God is our saviour that will keep us
together in eternal life.

To eradicate the cancer cells, I had to go through the
chemotherapy treatment. Relying on the healing hands
of Jesus, the ugly and frightening side effects of chemo
such as vomiting, loss of appetite did not happen to
me. I only had to shave my hair and bear with minor
numbness of hands and feet.

After the chemotherapy, I was on the road to recovery
for almost five years now. My regular follow-up blood
tests showed normal level of CA markers until in
January 2017, a small cancer node (Cardio phrenic
Angle: near the heart) was observed during a CT
scan. There was a recurrence, so I went through three
cycles of chemo to reduce the growth. The treatment
did bring the size of the cancer node down by half —
Praise the Lord. I proceeded with another three cycles
to complete the treatment. “Trust in the Lord. He will
manage your health," I told myself. I am now on oral
medication to control the growth. The latest CT scan
showed no further growth. I will continue to have faith
and submit myself to God to manage the cancer cells
in my body.

Remember the meaning behind these songs and
continue to grow in faith.

“Count Your Blessings”

“Trust in the Lord and don’t despair”

“What A Friend We Have In Jesus”

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

“Thank You Thank You Jesus” ... and more. Attend
church service to learn more. See you in church.

I am sharing this article in appreciation of God’s grace.
His healing, presence and comfort in those difficult
times helped to further strengthen my faith. And in
appreciation of prayers, gifts and visits, text messages,
phone calls, cards, and more by church members,
family, friends and relatives.
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PEACE WITH OURSELVES

Prof Tan Chew Lim

Jesus said the first and the greatest commandment is: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself? (Matthew 22:
37,39) This commandment is in line with the themes of our Church for last year and this year. Last year, our
theme was “Peace with God”. This year, it is “Peace with Ourselves”, which is to be carried out in three phases,
namely, “Peace with Self, Peace with Family, and Peace with Church Family” On the surface, Jesus seems to
refer to two commandments. But note that Jesus says that the second is like the first which means that both
commandments are actually the same. It is like both sides of a coin. Thus observing the first commandment
will lead to observance of the second. Alternatively, obeying the second commandment is deemed to be
obeying the first one at the same time. As written in 1 John 4: 20, 21: “For anyone who does not love his
brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.... Whoever loves God must also love
his brother” Similarly, in the parable of sheep and goats, Jesus says to the sheep: “Whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). In other words, the implementation
of last year’s theme of our Church, will naturally lead to this year’s theme.

Some commentators interpret that “Love your neighbor as yourself” means that we are to love ourselves first
before we can love our neighbors. There is a Chinese proverb that says “He who does not consider himself first
will be eliminated by Heaven and Earth”, meaning that this person cannot survive in the society. However,
this selfish thought is contrary to the teaching of the Bible. Paul encourages us “to consider others better than
yourselves” (Philippians 2:3). Similarly, Jesus also asks us to “deny ourselves”. So, how do you interpret “Love
your neighbor as yourself”? We can view it from two perspectives:

1. “Love your neighbor as yourself” does not begin with “Love yourself”, but rather it is based on “self-
respect”. Respecting yourself differs from loving yourself in that by respecting yourself, you value yourself,
you accept yourself, and you do not abuse yourself. It is not self-centered, but it recognizes that your body is
the temple of God. Just like what King David says in Psalm 139:14: “I am fearfully and wonderfully made’,
each of us is a masterpiece made by God and treasured by God.

2. Everyone has an instinct to protect and care for his/her body, just as Paul says in Ephesians 5:29 “No one
ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it ...” My wife had a fall recently that hurt her left knee with
awound that took two weeks to heal. During that period, she would never forget to wash and change dressing
for her wound regularly for she was constantly reminded of the pain. This demonstrates the human instinct
of caring oneself. Thus when Jesus says “Love your neighbor as yourself”, he means to apply this instinct of
caring and loving yourself to your neighbor.

If we uphold this attitude of “Love your neighbour as yourself”, we will be able to love one another beginning
from ourselves, to Family and then to the Church Family so as to achieve the goal of being at Peace with
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Ourselves. Jesus told his disciples: “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another” (John 13:35). On the other hand, if we cannot be at peace with ourselves like the
quarrelsome church in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1: 10), we will not be able to glorify the name of our
Lord. Many a times, quarrelling comes from the use of language and choice of words. Thus there are
lessons to be learnt in our daily conversations with others to achieve Peace with Ourselves.

I would like to share some thoughts on three Don'ts and three Do’s based on Biblical teachings:

Don’t

Do

Don’t say hurting words: Hurting
words lead to arguments and angers.
Proverb 15:1 says: “A gentle answer
turns away wrath, but a harsh word
stirs up anger. “ Someone suggests
counting 1, 2, 3 before we say hurting
words. In this way, we are better able
to control them,

Do say edifying words: Paul asks us
to say “only what is helpful for build-

ing others up according to their needs,
that it may benefit those who listen.”
(Ephesians 4:29). A word of praise
and appreciation brings joy and en-
couragement to the hearer.

Don’t Complain: Paul says: “Do
everything without complaining or
arguing” (Philippians 2:14). We often
complain and blame others for things
that go wrong.

Do say thankful words: Just as Paul
says: “Give thanks in all circumstanc-
es.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18), let us see
unpleasant things in positive lights and
be thankful for God’s working in them.

Don’t gossip: Proverb 18:8 “The words
of a gossip are like choice morsels; they
go down to a man’s inmost parts”. Let’s
determine to be a “terminal station”
for all gossips that come to us. Neither
add on nor pass it on.

Do say appropriate words: Let us
pass on things that Paul encourages

us to think about: “whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable--if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy--think about
such things.” (Philippians 4:8)

w
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Earlier on I used what Paul said in Ephesians 5:29 to illustrate “Love your neighbor as yourself”.
There Paul was actually talking about the relationship between husband and wife. Let us see the
verses in entirety: “In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares
for it, just as Christ does the church” (Ephesians 5:28, 29). The relationship between husband
and wife is also an important topic that our Church is concerned with in promoting the theme of
“Peace with Ourselves” this year. The success of this theme hinges upon a healthy husband and wife
relationship in a family. Let me share my own experience in this respect.

In October this year, our Pastor-in-charge Rev Chua Ooi Suah, my wife Grace and I were invited to
the 10th Anniversary Celebration of the Communion of Chinese Churches in Indonesia (COCCI)
held in Jakarta, Indonesia. Rev Chua was also invited to speak on Sunday at the Emmanuel
Methodist Church. Rev Chua’s sermon topic was about the relationship between husband and wife.
He invited me to the pulpit in the last 10 minutes of his sermon, to share how I maintain my 42
years of marriage with my wife. I used the allegory of “cords of human kindness with ties of love”
mentioned in Hosea 11:4 as an illustration to share three points with the congregation:

1. 42 years ago, Grace and I have already made a covenant before God to be bound together
with “the cord of human kindness and the tie of love”, for better for worse; for richer for poorer; in
sickness and in health, we were already confirmed tied up, acknowledging that what God has joined
together no one can put asunder. Therefore “separation” has never been in our vocabulary in our 42
years of marriage. Today many couples are quick to suggest breakup during their arguments, easily
forgetting the covenant they made before God.

2. Being tied together implies that the two have become one flesh, as said in Genesis 2:24 “A
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh”
The relationship between a husband and wife is the most intimate relationship among all human
relationships. Being united to become one flesh is sacred and is to be treasured and safeguarded. I
once heard a family counselor advising couples in their times of tension never to put their marriage
relationship in a state of confrontation. This can easily place one into Satan’s temptation, giving

opportunities for a third party to intrude into their relationship leading to adultery and even a
broken marriage.

3. Being tied together also means that we have already agreed to accept each other differences
in character, hobby, thinking and ways of doing things, etc. Thus, 1 Corinthians 13: 7 has become
our learning experience for the last 42 years: “Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things” (NKJV). Grace is an extrovert while I am an introvert; she is slow-paced but I
am fast-paced; she enjoys talking with people while I tend to be quiet. Thank God that in my service
as the Church’s Lay Leader and in my visitation to church members, Grace is a great helper and not
a hindrance.

Of course, Paul does not only just talk about the relationship between husband and wife in his letter
to Ephesians. He also talks about relationships between parents and children, between masters and
slaves. Therefore, in church, all brothers and sisters, whether married or single, should understand
God’s wonderful plans for their lives. We should treasure our value in God’s sight and learn to
love our neighbor as ourselves. In so doing, let us strive towards our goal for this year: “Peace with
Ourselves!”.
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The significance of the establishment of altars by Abraham is that we can build an altar to worship God
wherever we are, and focus on Him in our life.

Another historic figure in the Bible who is also a builder of earthly rituals - Joshua

When Joshua knew that he was running out of time, he called all the tribes of Israel to gather in Shechem,
reaffirming the love of God and the miracles that the people of Israel experienced. In order to prevent
the descendants of Israel from leaving God (Joshua 25: 1-14). He declared that: "As for me and my
house, we must serve the LORD." (Joshua 24:15). He also demanded that everyone should concentrate
on returning to the LORD (Joshua 24:23).

Therefore, it is also the mission of our generation to establish a "family altar" to enable future generations
to inherit the faith. We should resolve to commit ourselves to become altar builders.

The preacher said, "Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever look at the clouds will not
reap." (Ecclesiastes 11: 4)

We are prone to use various reasons and excuses such as our children are still young, we are busy with
work, and our family members are yet believers for not setting a family altar. When we procrastinate, we
will only be able to stand still. As time goes on, it is inevitable that we will even retreat.

As a matter of fact, to set up a family altar, we should start from ourselves. We can start by actively
cultivating disciplined spiritual practices. If you have not read the Bible for a long time and prayed, do
not delay any longer. You can begin now! Open your heart to God and ask Him to help you be close to
Him every day. Invite your families to set up altars. With the brothers and sisters of our own families, let
us take the first step. Beginning with fellowship in the church, we can start to implement the "spiritual
journey of thousands of miles” using the altar materials provided by the church. For some of our single
brothers and sisters, you can take the initiative to meet with group members or other brothers and sisters
to share the Lord's grace with each other, and witness the Lord's love and encourage each other. For every
one who is in the Lord is a family member.

Establishing a spiritual altar in life is a long-term endeavor that requires constant effort, both for
individuals and for families. Therefore, if you feel that you are not doing enough, you can only concentrate
on the Lord to strengthen yourselves. If you are weak and fall, you can still get up again with the strength
from the Lord. It is never too late or impossible in the sight of God as long as we begin.

Conclusion

The church encourages every believer to set up a family altar. This is because we know that in order
for family members to live in harmony and accept each other, we will certainly need help from God.
Establishing personal or family altars will require more time and effort for us to open our hearts and to
become close to God through reading and praying. It is only through spending time with God that we
allow God to start His work of leading our families. Through the journey, we can experience God's love,
forgiveness, freedom, warmth, and harmony.

[Continue From Page 28]
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BUILDING @ FaMILY aLTaR -
IT BEGINS WITH Me

The home is supposed to be a safe place for us to enjoy familial love and to grew

spiritually. However, the home can also be a place where members harm and hurt
one another.

As the saying goes: "Every family has a difficult tale." Indeed, in many cases, conflicts
and tensions between family members are not easily understood by outsiders. As
such, it is often difficult to intervene and be a peacemaker. However, when we trust
in the Lord Jesus and proclaim Him to be the Lord of our homes, we can allow His
powers to deal with the tensions and conflicts at home. Setting up a family altar at
home to worship the Lord will naturally transform the difficult tales in our family to
one that is biblical when we read and obey what the Bible tells us.

Pastor-in-Charge
Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church
Rev Chua 0oi Suah

The following is a list of three testimonies from the Bible about the sacrificial bearers.

God is a great builder -The story of Noah

The "family altar” in the Bible originates from Genesis 8: 18-20. According to the biblical account, at that time,
God saw the evil thoughts hidden in the heart of humanity, and He decided to destroy humanity with floods.
Because of His great love for humanity, God retained the family of Noah out of grace.

After the great flood that destroyed the entire evil world, the first thing that humanity's new ancestor, Noah, did
after the flood receded was to build an altar for the Lord as recorded in Genesis 8:20. "Then Noah built an altar
for the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it." (Gen
8:20) This is the first" family altar” that mankind has established.

Home altars need time and patience to create. For us to offer our sacrifices also demands us to have a heart that
is pure and grateful. Our grateful and pure heart will be accepted by God and serves as an example to future
generations, in shaping and establishing their correct and positive attitude toward our faith.

In the next generation, God raised another faithful servant — Abraham

Abraham left his hometown by faith and went in the direction God instructed him. He was a stranger in the places
he was directed to go. Throughout the journey, Abraham set up altars wherever he went and led the whole family
to worship God, review God's promises, and renew the covenant. (Genesis 12: 7,8; 13: 3-4 ...)

[Continue to Page 27]
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