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Hainan Mission Trip 2011
Reflections

Euphemia Tan

would like to thank God for giving
I mec an opportunity to go for the

Hainan Mission Trip from 7-12 Feb
2011. As it was my first mission trip, I did not
really know what to expect but I was excited to
see how God’s work is being done in China. As
we prepared for the youth camp, I could feel
God guiding us. Before we left, we managed to
adequately prepare.

We went into the sanctuary when we
arrived at the village church. There were two
things there that caught my eye. They were the

words ‘EXETTEEE” (Jesus will take
the highest honour) which was placed on the
wall above the stage at the front of the sanctuary;

and the words “[SFIEEIL” (Hallelujah)
placed right at the back of the sanctuary. These
phrases were not placed just for decoration.
During their worship, it was evident that the
youths kept these two phrases in their minds.
They sang their hearts out to Jesus, glorifying
his name and truly giving him the highest
honour. Looking at their facial expression when
they sang, it was obvious that they really meant
what they sang. Hearing all the youths gathered
from different worship locations worshipping
together with us, it really reminded me that in
Christ, we are one big family, regardless where
we come from.

The title for the camp was “‘BEAE
I&IE?”" (Do I not care?), taken from Jonah
4:11. It also focused on the whole book of Jonah
to teach the youths how they should not reject
God’s calling.

I observed the youths during the various
sermons and workshops. I noticed that most of
them were very eager to hear the word of God.

Also, when they were asked a question, they
actively responded. I feel that this is a contrast to
us as when we are asked a question like “Who is
the most popular singer around here?”, many of
us would be too shy to give a response. But over
there, they actively respond to such and many
other kinds of questions. It was evident how
much they yearn to learn more about His word,
through their attitude towards the sermons and
workshops.

On the last day of the camp, Rev Lim
asked those who wanted to dedicate their lives
to the Lord and to do his work to put their hands
up. I was so touched when I saw the number
of hands that went up! So many of them were
willing to live their lives for God. Especially
in China, where there is a risk in spreading the
gospel and running a house church. Despite all
the risks, many of them were ready to take those
risks, go out into China and spread the gospel.
This led me to ask mysell: in Singapore, where
we have so much religious freedom, how many
times did I not dare to speak about God? Just
because I was shy to do so or that I was scared
that people may laugh at me. And yet, the youths
there were not scared of getting into trouble if
they were found out by the police that they are
spreading the gospel. Yet, they are willing to
bravely go out and spread the good news. This
was a lesson that I learnt from them.

The last night was a talent night. Groups
were each given a problem in the modern society
and they had to reenact the problem as well as
find a solution for it. Watching them brainstorm
for ideas, practice their skits, make their own
props and perform with all their might, really
showed me how much they wanted to show
everyone what they have learnt from the camp.




The very last event was a sharing session.
It was really heart-warming to know how much
the youths appreciated us. One part that striked
me was when this youth took out a note book
and quoted something that Rev Lim had said.
It really shocked me to see that he wrote down
the exact words that Rev Lim used. Once again,
it showed their eagerness to learn the word of
God.

One of the things T feel we can learnt
from them is their ability and determination to
remember God’s word. When sharing, many
of the youths recited verses from Psalms or
Proverbs. Seeing them recite verses so easily,

made me start to reflect on the effort we put
into reading and memorizing scripture. In
China, bibles are not readily available. But in
Singapore, where bibles are everywhere, do we
do the same? Their resources are limited, they
make full use of it. But how many of us actually
make it a point to memorize scripture? This is
another lesson I learnt from them.

In conclusion, the trip was truly a great
way to experience God’s work in different
countries. I urge all those who have a heart for
China to join us on our future mission trips to
Hainan.




MONGOLIA 2010 SHARING

EUDORA TAN

CaiH 6aiHa yy? (“Hello” in Mongolian!)

In June 2010, 1 joined thec GEN12ii Mission
Trip to Mongolia with other university students and
2 Campus Crusade staff to conduct English classes
for teenage students and some of the nomadic folks
living in the beautiful outskirts. God really blessed
our time there and allowed us to see His Spirit
working in and through us.

We taught, interacted, and shared the Gospel
to 30 Mongolian students in Erdenet (the 3rd largest
city in Mongolia) and through the two evangelistic
parties we organised with a small group of
Mongolian Campus Crusade for Christ (MCCC)
stall’ and students, 18 students prayed to receive
Christ.

Many of them understand the concept of
a god. They interact daily with nature and thus
believe that there is a god who creates and controls
life. However, they attribute they experiences to
natural “gods™ or subscribe to shamanism, a culture
in which they grew up in and often practising rituals
they do not fully understand. Even after praying to
receive Christ, many of those students struggled
with their decision as they felt they had turned their
backs on their families and even their culture.

One particular student had prayed to receive
Christ during the first party but struggled with
her decision and expressed regret to her teachers
(my other team members). However, after the
second party, which we organised, and hearing
the testimonies shared, she told us that she was
convicted that there was no turning back; she had
committed to follow Jesus the rest of her life. We
knew that it was God alone who moved hearts, not
our hands.

Before | left for Mongolia, I struggled with
going into a foreign land to share the Gospel without
knowing the langunage. I questioned how effective I
would be. But God rebuked me and showed me that

there was no questioning about His calling and it
was not about what I could do but what He could
do. I saw how the English classes bridged the hearts
of these students to Him.

And as if to make His point, He brought
this girl, Doma, to our team. A genius 18 year old
linguistics Master’s student, she spoke excellent
English and was drawn to us because we spoke
English. Her heart was very guarded and she had
been very critical during the evangelistic party but
I had a chance to clinch a dinner meeting with her
despite her initial attempts to decline. God slowly
opened her heart and | was able to establish a very
good relationship with her. We had much to share
with cach other and even though she tried to evade
topics on Jesus, | managed to share with her what I
thought about God and bits and picces of who Jesus
was to me. We also talked briefly about “Facing the
Giants™ (an evangelistic film) which she watched
with us.

Finally it was time to leave and we were going
to pay for our food. Suddenly, I felt led to pray for
her and it did not seem appropriate to be praying on
the streets, so in my heart [ frantically sought God’s
leading and provision. And to my surprise, the
cashier had a bit of problem and she informed me
that we would have sit and wait for a while more!
Seizing that moment, | asked if | could pray for her
and she agreed. I thanked God for creating her and
prayed that she would onc day come to know the
love of Jesus and accept Him, and also for blessings
for her future endeavours.

After the prayer, her eyes were teary and
she giggled in a mix of embarrassment and joy.
She explained that it was the first time anyone
had prayed a blessing for her and she was so very
thankful. After reuniting with the team, I spoke
to one of the MCCC staff and realised that they
actually recognised her as she had attended many
of the Christian fellowships to criticise and disrupt
their meetings, bearing much apprehension about
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the Christian faith. As such, many people in school
did not treat her too kindly. The staff shared with
me that it seemed so strange that she was so open
to us despite knowing that we were Christians and
it seemed that God had placed this desire to know
Him in her through us and through our meeting,
she could recognise that God was not all about
knowledge but He was about love as well. She did
not pray to receive Christ but I knew that through
our meeting, God had softened her heart and showed
her how much He loved her. I believe a seed was
sown in her heart.

God was very good to us. He gave us a really
interesting and complete experience during the
short 3-day-2-night nomad trip after the ministry
in Erdenet. We milked cows, helped build a ger
(Mongolian house), tried archery, played with the
adorable little children, endured a brief windstorm
which blew down our tents, learned how to kill a
goat and barbecued it (which was a very delicious,
by the way), pinned down sheep, rode on horses,
wrestled, and best of all, witnessed 10 people
receiving Christ.

I remember on our 2nd ger visit, there was
a boy who spoke good Mandarin and Fay (our
SCCC staff) was sharing the 4 spiritual laws with
him using the Mongolian booklet. He was very

> P

serious and sincere. My heart felt so warm and my
eyes were tearing with joy. I really enjoyed seeing
God’s hand at work. The families we visited either
had not heard about Jesus before or had very limited
and wrong understanding about Jesus. While many
believed, others were open and receptive but chose
not to decide yet. I pray that God will continue to
use the Mongolian students on the “To the Last
Nomad™ project to reach these nomads’ hearts!

Finally, [ just want to share that this trip had
been a very memorable one for me. 1 feel very
blessed to have gone to Mongolia, contrary to my
initial fears and apprehension. God has shown me
His heart for the nations and how much He loves
His Mongolian children. There is so much more
that 1 can share but T think there’s a limit to what
you can take in in this article. But I hope you are
encouraged by what God has done in this very short
trip of 15 days and will continue to foster your love
for the nations. May you also be encouraged to be a
witness wherever you are and when God calls, you
may go to the ends of the earth to declare His Name.

Jesus is truly the good shepherd and as He
declares, there will be one flock and one shepherd.
May the lost sheep find the voice of the shepherd
and the way back into His sheepfold. (John 10:1-18)
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BOW AGAIN IN AWE BEFORE
THE ALMIGHTY GOD

GARETH
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1 was very excited about this camp. No
camp has ever ventured into making fasting and
praying the core programme. No camp allows
God, yes just God, to speak personally into our
hearts like this camp did. No camp has made
silence a must for a good part of the camp. This
camp 1s truly a first of its kind. The committee
had been preparing for this camp since 6 months
back. All of us had been praying faithfully
before God for this camp. [ expected this camp
to renew all our lives, but God showed me that
indeed, as high as the heavens are above the
earth, His ways are far higher, far greater, far
more loving than mine...

God showed me how small, how puny my
faith was in a God far greater than I can even
imagine. He planned for this camp to call back
all His sheep that had left Him. He knew each
of them by name, and only He and He alone can
call them back. I have been praying, sccmingly
for endless time for a few of my friends. I was
already beginning to lose faith. To my surprise
though, they were willing to come for this
camp. To be honest, I never expected anything
to happen during the camp. But God loves them
and knows them far more than I ever will. He
has been listening to my prayers every time
I close my eyes and bow before Him. He has
been saying “Yes, | want to call my children
back, BUT be patient my child... in my time”

During the camp, the friends T never
thought would turn to God actually looked to
God with a faith T never knew existed or could
exist. God had spoken to them in an amazingly
personal way. There is indeed no God like ours
— One who held the universe in His hands yet,
could speak so gently to lead a straying child
back to Him!

Another main component of the camp
was prayer. Accompanying each meditation
time, the committec would pair up to pray for
the camp. I had apprehensions and fears about
bowing and kneeling down to pray with my
prayer buddy for an hour. To my surprise yet
again, that one hour was probably the fastest
and most peaceful 1 hour I have ever spent for a
long time. Prayers just flowed from our mouths;
no, from our hearts. It was as if God was laying
each burden in our hearts before Him, taking
them, prayer by prayer, into His hands. And to
this day, 1 still hold that it was the prayers of
each committec member that God had listened
to that made this camp so successful. It was
the committee’s sheer dependence on God, our
desperate cries for His Spirit to touch cach of
our lives that God had listened to and He acted.

This camp was not without its problems.
One person fell sick, various logistical issues
and hiccups were just some of the setbacks the
committee had to deal with. Being part of the
committee, T must say that not once during the
camp did I doubt that God was moving, despite
the issues we faced. I can’t say that I understand
why God did certain things, or allowed some
things to happen, but 1 believe to this day that
the camp was led by God all the way.

This camp is definitely not the end of
something great. But I believe it is paving the
way to something much greater. It is merely
the beginning of a plan that God had since the
beginning. He is moving to change our lives,
to get back the stolen sheep out of Satan’s grip.
God is always working. And His plan is always
far greater than I can imagine. All T can do is
to bow in adoration and awe before Him and
say, “Hineni, 1 am here, Lord, use Your humble
servant to do Your will.”
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My Reflection

Clarence

Silence really is a gift from God.
Personally, I hate crowds, and this camp was
really to my liking. On top of that, it taught
me how to use the ‘quiet times’ wisely,
rather than spending them on superficial and
materialistic things.

Generally, people feel that meditation
18 not for a Christians — it detaches him from
the world and makes him forget all. However,
meditating on God’s Word is a completely
different story. Well, although we arc to
detach ourselves from the world, we are
supposed to attach ourselves more to God
as we do the former. If we view meditation
in this manner, there is nothing unbiblical or
wrong with meditation!

Iremember spending 3 hours meditating
on God’s Word without even knowing that
2 hours had passed! It was time well spent.
Following shortly was a sharing. However,
I feel that the most important step would be
after sharing — acting on what we have learnt.
What did I learn, you may ask.

I have learnt not to doubt.

My meditation verse was from Matthew
21: 18-22:

“Jesus replied, ‘I tell you the truth, if
you have faith and do not doubt, not only
can you do what was done to the fig tree, but
also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go throw
yourself into the sea,” and it will be done. If
you believe, you will receive whatever you
ask for in prayer.”

Don’t doubt... and you will receive.

That’s what Jesus said to me that day.
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Grace

“Disconnect to connect.”

This was the slogan for a Thai ad from
a network provider reminding people not to
get obsessed over their mobile phones. This
was also what the Hineni camp wanted to
bring forth to the campers: Disconnect with
your busy life, and connect to God again.

While there were those who
immediately took a step back after they
heard that their mobile phones will be taken
from them for the duration of the camp,
I'm glad there were even more people who
attended the camp after learning about it.

There was no need for any famed
speaker. Only God.

He is the one who is always talking to
me. All T had to do was to listen. What He
wants me to know is more about myself, and
especially more about Him.

Thank God for this wonderful
experience to start connecting with Him.

’.----..-----.-----..--.--.------------




Mj rReflection fore Hineni

Eileen ek

I was oblivious to God’s grace and mercy.

Why did God want to kill the Israclites
in the dessert? Why did they sin? How would |
feel if [ became the king and my people did not
obey and love me?

Question after question flashed before me.
Though we did many terrible things in God’s
eyes, He still pulled us through hard times and
lifted us up when we were down. So why do
we sin when we know 1t is wrong? Why do we
lie when we know we can speak the truth? Do
we not fear Him? Do we think that He 1s non-
existent when we commit those sins? When
we hear that the days are ending, when we see
catastrophes, when we see countries turning
against each other, do we fear Him?

We always say we are sinners; we pray for
forgiveness. We know right from wrong but why
can’t we do it right for once? Think about how

D

we acted in the past few days. Our responses
would likely be, ‘Nothing much, just the same
routine...” THE SAME ROUTINE! What does
that tell us? We are sinning again and again!
And without realization too! When would we
ever change? We have all vowed to be better
than the non-believers, but look! We continue
to act and lead a life the same way as they do.
Our mentalities are fixed, we are no better than
anyone. We said we would change, but did we?
We love giving excuses when we sin. And then
we pray for forgiveness. ..

How would you fecl if someone tells you
they are sorry for wronging you and seek your
forgiveness, and then they repeat their mistakes
again and again? You would think that it is being
done deliberately after the third or fourth time.

Well, after the camp, I think I can better
understand how God feels. And how truly
gracious and merciful he is.




) )
b 4
( )
4 p
|} i—j
W Godfrey 4
)k LLALLAAAALALLALLLALLALALLLADLLALLLALDLDLDLSLLLSAAA AJI

Before the HINENI camp, I was hesitating
if I should go for it or stay and slack at home
since there would be nothing T would need to
do then.

And after I completed my PSLE, I began
to feel the urge to go for the camp. | am glad
that I had that desire as I would have missed out
lots of fun and fellowship had T not gone.

During the first day, T thought that the
camp’s main programme of meditation would
be quite relaxing until /] \EIE%U'rﬁ gave us the
introduction to real meditation. And we had to
go on without lunch throughout the meditation
period!

On the second day, we had worship

followed by mediation./\SEZ UM shared with
us how he meditated. Unfortunately, 1 was
distracted by things around me many times
during the meditation. Because of that, | wasted
my second day of the camp.

On the third day, it was more or less the
same, except that this time I was fully focused
on what I was supposed to do and I succeeded!
Surprisingly, T didn’t fall asleep like 1 did on
the first day of meditation. Phew! I'm glad T
admitted and learned from my mistakes.

The movies that we watched after the
meditations were very meaningful. They were
about some great heroes of Christianity and I'm
sure they’re role models whom we can and look
up to follow.
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The tourth day marked the last day of the
camp. I’'m sure it was quite sad for everyone. We
had a scrumptious breakfast in the clubhouse to
“reward” us after our fasts.

HINENI camp really taught me what
Christianity means. Meditation is one of many
important things we need to do and do right.
I hope the church can organise morc of such
activities and I hope more youth camps, like the
onc coming up in June, would be as interesting
and meaningful. God really provided me a very
precious and meaningful opportunity to come
for the HINENI camp.




So, what does the resurrection entail
for us? Below are some of the important
considerations:

ONE: Jesus’ resurrection proclaimed
victory over death and brought with
it the hope of eternal life to mankind.

When Jesus ministered on Earth, he raised
the dead — Lazarus, who was dead for 4 days and
was alrcady buried. He said this before raising
Lazarus: ‘I am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in me will live, even though
he dies; and whoever lives and beliecves 1n me
will never die.” (John 11:25-26) This episode
demonstrated this authority over lifc and death.
Therefore when we see Jesus’ resurrection, we
can believe that one day we will be raised as
well.

The fact 1s that since time immemorial,
mankind has always recognised the transient,
fragile nature of life. The greatest tragedy is
that though we fear death, we cannot avoid it.
Just when mankind was deep in dark despair
over our inevitable destinies, the Son of God
was raised! That 1s indeed good news; one that
brings hope of eternal life! It rescues mankind
from the sting of death and through Him die and
come back to life as He did; to be forgiven of
our sins and enter the life eternal.

TWO: Christ’s resurrection gives us a
new lease of life.

It 1s a time-honoured tradition to conduct
water baptism during Easter. It is a sacrament
through which a Christian identifies with Jesus
Christ’s death and resurrection. The Bible
explains baptism as such: ‘We were therefore
buried with Him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life.” If a person is baptized, it means
he desires to die, be buried and be raised to life
with his Lord. A sincerely repentant person who
receives baptism in faith receives new life in
Christ.

THREE: Christ’s resurrection charges
us with the Great Commission

After He was raised, Jesus appeared
before the disciples, not only to rebuke them; He
charged them to ‘go into all the world and preach
the good news to all creation. Whoever believes
and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned’. Today, many
are still not saved. The commission to preaching
the gospel of salvation is of the utmost priority
from after the Resurrection because the risen
Christ is our only hope, our only intermediary
between us and God. There is no other saviour
besides Him, no other name which i1s given
for our salvation. Therefore, every believer is
obliged to fulfil His Commission in spreading
the Gospel all over the world to bring all
mankind before God.

Before His resurrection, Jesus endured the
cup of the cross, floggings, msults, grieve and
pain. But on the third day, He vanquished the
darkness and Death and was raised to life. Jesus’
experience becomes our salvation experience.
New life can only come about from death.
Hence, only when we are willing to put down
our old lives, can we truly receive new life to
live out Christ in us, to obey his instruction — to
share with everyonc His great and selfless love.




THE RESURRECTED SAVIOUR
- JESUS CHRIST!

Pastor-in-Charge Rev See Ping Eik

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
core of Christianity. However, in this mind-
bogglingly fast paced, high-tech society, there
arc some, when they achieve some measure of
success, who begin to think that they can take
the place of God and thus, enforce their beliefs
and even justice on others. Hence, it is no easy
task to share about the resurrected Christ to
people in this dizzying age. Especially to the
new generation of scientific sages, the concept
of resurrection is at best amusing and at its worst,
ludicrous. This should come as no surprise to us,
because nearly 2,000 years ago, during the first
Easter, even Jesus’ closest disciples could not
make sense of it when they first heard about it.
Although, most Jews believed in the resurrection
at the end of days, Jesus’ disciples never in their
wildest imagination thought that they would
be witness to this last-day miracle. Therefore,
when the resurrected Jesus appeared before
them, they had mixed reactions. According to
the Gospel of Mark, Jesus appeared before the
Eleven and rebuked them for their lack of faith
and their stubborn refusal to believe. This was
so because among them were those who were
undecided what to belief and those who did not
believe that the One standing before them was
their resurrected Lord! (Mark 16:12-14)

Even until today, when we share about the
resurrection of Jesus may be met with ridicule,

insults and even downright dismissal as an
attempt to beguile others with a pathetic and
unscientific myth!

A theologian once, in his attempt to
defend the Resurrection, said this, “Whether 1n
the circles of politics or philosophy, the Apostle
Paul was an influential figure of authority. He
was initially dead against Jesus, persecuting His
church, arresting His followers. But when he saw
for himsell the resurrected Christ, he became
His most faithful servant, His most passionate
messenger of the Gospel.” In his first letter to
the Corinthians, the 15th chapter, Paul wrote,
in greatest detail, about Christ’s resurrection.
In verse 14, he laid down the foundation of
Christianity: ‘And il Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless and so is your faith.” In
the learned city of Corinth are many who are
constantly in pursuit of knowledge, wisdom and
truth. One would expect that Paul would receive
much criticism and refutations. However, the
truth is that when Paul wrote his first letter to the
church of Corinth, about 25 to 30 years after the
resurrection, no one, none of the glib, learned
scholars were able to provide evidence contrary
to Paul’s claims. From this we can see that the
resurrection of Jesus Christ was, and still is, an
undeniable, indisputable fact.
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