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REFLECTIONS oN FAMILY CAMP 2010

he family camp in June was a much needed

respite from work for me. It was a cosy group
of 50 who made their way to Batam for a relaxing
3-day camp with our camp speaker, Dr William
Wan.

God was good to us, refreshing us with His word,
challenging each of us personally and as a church
to live out His unchanging purposes for us. There
are certainly some takeaways which we as a church
need to chew upon and address.

The relaxing pace of the camp also allowed time
for reflection, for an unhurried time of worship and
fellowship with one another.

Nothing is impossible. Someone said in Feb 2010
that it will be impossible to organize a retreat camp
within such a short time. But GOD of impossibilities
showed the committee that it is possible with HIM.

The theme talks raised some interesting questions:
i)  How can we develop a deeper love for God?
ii)  What has got us stuck as a church?

iii) Where are we going?

iv)  What is the nature of our trip?

What matters now is how we address these questions
as a body.

Dr William Wan told the story of his professor
(called Mule) who said that success is enabling

people to climb on his back, to scale greater heights.

_‘:‘:"'Such a refreshing change from the world’s ways of

F‘éqe_—,,: o

English Congregation Family Camp 2010

advancement, by backstabbing other people, and
grabbing glory for themselves! It reminded me of
John the Baptist’s aim: “He (Christ) must become
greater; I must become less.” John 3:30 (NIV)

The other thing I enjoyed about the camp was the
rich conversations that I had with several campers,
in a relaxed setting

It was a joy to see our young being entrusted with
responsibility to lead in worship, and they all did so
responsibly.

More importantly, everyone had a chance to share
and hear the cry of many other hearts, especially
the anxiety over our youths.

The theme talks challenge me to examine myself
with regard to my relationship with my Lord and to
my neighbours.

The small size of the group meant that we each had
more opportunity to fellowship and interact with
others in a more meaningful way as we had more
time for each person.

The visit (and musical presentation) by the
orphanage children was very special, and gave those
of us who were not familiar with the ministry a first
hand glimpse into God'’s work in the orphanage.”

(Reflections from. Tan Sok Hong, Khoo Fun Ming,
KokKar Wing, Carol Tan, Winnie Choo, Liew Cheng
San, Liew Heng San Photo Taken by Joshua Khoo)

S ‘_Mg’: ‘
I #
f



Kok Kar Wing

The theme talks challenged me to examine
myself with regard to my relationship with my
Lord and to my neighbours.

“Faithfulness” must refer to my
covenantal relationship with my Lord for He is
the object of my faith. At the personal level, the
test 1s whether I live in such a way that I can be
counted worthy of His calling (Ephesians 4:1; 2
Thessalonians 1:11-12) so that Christ may be
glorified — which is the life goal of the Church.
Ezekiel 14:12-20, which mirrors the fourth seal
of Revelation 6, tells me that faithfulness is a
very personal thing; I cannot ride on anyone’s
coat tail. At the institutional level (the body of
Christ), the test is whether a church has done
enough to fulfil the Great Commission of
Matthew 28:19- 20. If it majors on numbers at
the expense of discipleship (“teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you’’) then
it has failed to “’make disciples”. Revelation 2
and 3 tell me that our Lord inspects the churches
and the failure rate is high; my own view is
that most have failed because of weaknesses
in discipleship. Many churches in the US have
become apostate. In Europe, where the great
reformers and Puritans once lived, the pulse rate
of the church is rather faint as well. I dare say
they failed because of the lack of discipleship;
not being rooted in Christ, they were swept
away by the winds of change and the trends
of the world. Is it not interesting that our Lord
once asked, “’'when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on earth?”’ (Luke 18:8)

Our Lord says He will build the church
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it
(Matthew 16:18). Paul says God will make
it grow (1 Corinthians 3:6) and Peter adds
“’through the sanctifying work of the Spirit for
obedience to Jesus Christ™ (1 Peter 1:2). Hence
church growth is not the work of the flesh but of
God and His Spirit. Hence if we want to grow
the church we should ask God. Unless the Lord
builds the house, its builders labour in vain
(Psalm 127:1). Church growth, numerically
and spiritually, depends on the Lord. We can
be fruitful only if we are attached to the Vine
and allow Him to work through us, for apart
from Him we can do nothing (John 15). The life
of the church is always that Christ lives in us
and works through us. Hence we work out our
salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians
2:12-13); I suppose those in leadership would
do so more intensely for they will be held
accountable (Hebrews 13:17).

At the end of the day, we have to ask:
what is our point of reference? Is it God and
His Word, or is it the trend of the world or the
pragmatism of church growth gurus? When
Paul says, “’I have become all things to all
men”’, he also adds, “’I do all this for the sake
of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings”
(1 Corinthians 9:22-23). He did this for the sake
of the gospel; not a diluted or a distorted gospel,
but the gospel which is the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes (Romans
1:16). I would add: salvation from the penalty
of sin, the power of sin and the presence of sin
— 1t comes as a package. That is God’s way.
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: Testimony of Joshua Tay

.................O...........C............

I would not be alive and well this day if not for
the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. Some of
you may have known the incident that happened to me
through the prayer requests other sources of information.
However I shall tell you of the incident that happened to
me on Friday 12 March 2010 - for the benefit of those
who do not know.

While running at my school’s annual cross country
meet, I collapsed and went into unconsciousness. I was
rushed to the A&E ward of Changi General Hospital to
be treated for my condition.

I was diagnosed with acute kidney injury from
having suffered an exertional heat stroke and because
I was convulsing even under sedation, the doctor
suspected that my brain could have swollen and ordered
for an MRI scan.

In order for the MRI scan to show any distinct
images better, a dye had to be introduced into my body
system. However, the doctor warned my parents that
there is a 1-in-5 chance of my kidney being permanently
damaged by the dye. An alternative was to scan without
the dye but the result may be unclear and vague.

Thanks to the prayers of those who had been
praying for me, God gave my parents the faith not to risk
my kidneys with the dye. They just prayed and believed
in God that the normal MRI scan would give a clear
image of my brain. True enough, the result even without
the dye, was able to give the doctors a clear visual of my
brain and better still, there was no swelling at all. Thanks
be to God.

Another prevailing problem concerned my
kidneys. During the run, I was unaware that I was
pushing my endurance beyond my limit because I
was too focused on winning the race. I did not realise
that my kidneys could not accumulate and process
the huge amount of lactic acid produced by my body
which eventually led to severe kidney damage and the
inevitable heatstroke.

The doctor described my kidney condition as
“dire” and “severely damaged”. Although huge amount
of liquids were pumped into my body, my kidneys simply
could not process them, which explained my low urine
level during the first 2 days in hospital. After the seventh
day in hospital, the doctor advised that I undergo dialysis.
However dialysis is not recommendable for someone
my age as it can lead to a permanent dependence as it
does not allow the kidneys to heal completely.

Again we turned to the Lord for an alternative.
Miraculously, through the prayers of all who had been
praying for me, the following Monday morning, the
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doctor brought good news that the toxic levels in my
kidneys were going on a downward trend. [ was also
able to excrete the fluids out of my body with ease and
regularity. God answers prayers.

Throughout my stay in hospital, T became more
aware of God’s presence. In times when I was lonely
and needed company, God sent visitors to encourage
and support me and when I experienced nausea and
backaches and cried out to him, he heard my cries and
brought comfort to me. In the stillness and quietness of
the hospital room, He spoke to me through the Bible and
encouraged me with powerful and awe-inspiring verses.
For example, it says in Isaiah 40 verses 29-31, “He gives
strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak. Even youths grow tired or weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength and they will soar like eagles. They
will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be
faint”.

Therefore brothers and sisters in Christ, let me
affirm that the Lord our God listens to the cry of His
people - trivial or significant - and he answers prayers
surely and appropriately. Some of you reading this may
be facing challenges and difficulties. You may even be
at wit’s end and are desperate for solutions. However,
remember that our Father above watches over us
all the time and He never forsakes us. He knows and
understands our trials and challenges. I encourage you
to allow him to preside over your problems for He is
a good God and he answers prayers. Keep on praying,
have faith in Him and I assure you, He will carry you out
of your miseries -vlike how he rescued me from death.

Today as I write to testify the goodness of our
Lord, 1 wish to share with you that the doctor has given
me a clean bill of health - my kidney has been restored
100% by the grace of God.

Lastly, I would like to thank the church and all
church members who prayed for me during my ordeal.
[ am certain your prayers contributed significantly to
my recovery. I would also like to thank all church staff
and members who visited me during my stay in the
hospital. Your presence gave me much strength and
encouragement.

In conclusion, I would like to extend my greatest
thanks and gratitude to God, for He listened to all our
prayers and answered them one by one and He gave me
a new lease of life so that [ may be a living testimony
for Him.

Thank you for reading my testimony. God Bless.
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At the same time, while he was angry and
exhausted by what the people had done, he
prayed to God, “Remember me for this, O my
God, and do not blot out what I have so faithfully
done for the house of my God and its services.”
(Nehemiah 13:14)

2. Improving provision for the Levites:
When Nehemiah found out that no one was
providing for the Levites, causing them to
return to the fields, he took action immediately.
He instructed the people to follow the book
of the law to provide for the Levites’ needs
as required. Nehemiah held the temple and
God’s servants in high regard. He cleansed the
temple and changed the way the temple was run
according to the requirements of the law.

3. Consecrating the Lord’s Sabbath:
The Sabbath was originally intended to be an
everlasting sign of the covenant between the
Israelites and God. However, during Nehemiah’s
time, Israel was allowing foreigners to trade and
work. Infuriated, Nehemiah rebuked the nobles
and forbade trading on the Sabbath. At the same
time, he appointed Levites to guard the gate in
order to keep the Sabbath Holy.

4. Dealt with foreign marriages: It was
not to discriminate against foreigners, but if the
Israelites were to marry them, their language,
faith and values would be desecrated and
diluted.

Nehemiah did not tolerate sin. Not only
did he rebuke sin harshly, he urged the people to
leave their lives of sin. The reason for his strong
aversion towards sin was that he desired to build
up the Israelites to be a people holy to the Lord,
to set them apart to be His witnesses. Although
he faced an insurmountable challenge, he
stood fearlessly for holiness and righteousness,
rebuking sin, setting the Israelites apart from
the world as holy. From the Scriptures, we see
a loyal and sin-hating Nehemiah who did not
forget to seek God even when he was furious

over the temple’s desecration. He prayed
numerous times when he was carrying out his
duties. When he dealt with priests who married
foreign wives, he prayed, “Remember them, O
my God, because they defiled the priestly office
and the covenant of the priesthood and of the
Levites. So I purified the priests and the Levites
of everything foreign, and assigned them duties,
each to his own task.” (Nehemiah 13:29-30)

When Nehemiah completed his enormous
tasks, he continued seeking God earnestly,
praying, “Remember me with favour, O my
God.” He understood that no matter what he
did, if it were not done in God’s grace, it would
be empty and futile.

From Nehemiah’s prayers, we can see his
heart for serving God. His return to Jerusalem
was not to make a name for himself, nor was
it to leave a legacy. It was to obey the edict of
God and to do His will. Therefore God granted
Nehemiah grace and supported his ministry and
work.

Nehemiah was willing to place his life in
God’s hands, to complete God’s great work of
salvation and to fulfil his will. At the same time,
he was clear that a holy, spiritual life is to be
lived out in our normal, everyday life, and not
simply during worship services or celebrations
when we take things much more seriously and
then live the rest of our time as we desire.

Now that our church’s 120th anniversary
celebration has come to a close, it does not
mean that all work has ceased. Rather, it 1s a
milestone indicating that we have embarked on
a new journey. May we continue to remain one
in God, to become His salt and light in bringing
many more people to Him.

N\
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Called and Set apart to be Holy

Pastor-in-Charge, Rev. See Ping Eik

hristians are recipients of God’s grace,
called from among the world to be pure
and holy, to be a body used by God.

To be °‘set apart’, from a negative
perspective, is that Christians are different from
others; whereas to be ‘holy’, from a positive
perspective, is the unique characteristic of
Christians. Therefore when we are called to be
‘children of God’, we must demonstrate such
qualities, so others can see the difference from
our speech and behaviour; and can experience
the ‘fragrance of Christ’ emanating from the
very core of our beings.

Paul, in his second epistle to the
Corinthians, illustrated to us the great disparity
between light and darkness; Christ and Belial
(another name for Satan); and God’s temple
and idols. Therefore all who are called to
be God’s children must be set apart from the
world; be made pure and holy to serve God
whole-heartedly. It is as the Lord had said to
the prophet Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in
the womb I knew you, before you were born 1
set you apart.” (Jeremiah 1:5a). Zechariah also
prophesied that in the Kingdom of the Messiah,
all people shall proclaim the Lord’s holiness.

Ifwe Christians are to demonstrate that they
are ‘set apart to be holy’, we must realise that it
is not enough to be devout only during worship.
The atmosphere of a worship service may cause
us to feel being in communion with God and

this usually causes us to experience a sense of
holiness. However, it is after the meeting, when

we return to the routines and problems of life,
that our real test begins. True faith and belief are

thus distinguished by our behaviour and speech

in daily life. Unfortunately, the Israelites failed

miserably during Nehemiah’s time — the people

quickly forgot about God, incurring His wrath

with their sinful lifestyles. They did it almost

immediately after their praises and celebrations

for having rebuilt the holy city.

Therefore Nehemiah immediately did the
following:

1. Cleansing the temple: When Nehemiah
was away, the priest Eliashib provided Tobiah,
an Ammonite, a room that was formerly “used
to store the grain offerings and incense and
temple articles, and also the tithes of grain, new
wine and oil prescribed for the Levites, singers
and gatekeepers, as well as the contributions for
the priests’ to live in. According to the Law of
Moses, the Ammonites and Moabites were not
allowed admission into the assembly of God,
but then the Ammonite Tobiah was allowed to
stay in a consecrated room of the temple! That
went completely against Moses” Law!

When Nehemiah learned about that, he
was greatly displeased. He got rid of Tobiah’s
furniture and ordered the rooms to be purified.
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